
2023 Gardening Calendar Ideas & Suggestions
Gardeners learn more from their mistakes, than from their successes. ~Author Unknown
A Weed Is Just an unloved Flower. ~Ella Wheeler Wilcox
God made rainy days so gardeners could get the housework done. ~Author Unknown
No life is without difficulties, no gardens are without weeds. ~C.L.Forni
You can bury a lot of troubles by digging in the dirt. ~Author Unknown
There are no Gardening Mistakes, Only Experiments. ~Janet Kilburn Phillips
No two gardens are the same. No two days are the same in one garden. ~Hugh Johnson
Gardening requires a lot of water, mostly in the form of Perspiration ~Lou Erickson
Despite the gardener’s best intentions, Nature will improvise. ~Michael P. Garofalo  
Gardening, A place you can find yourself, when you need to lose yourself.~Author Unknown
Many things grow in the garden that were never sown there. ~Thomas Fuller
In order to live off a garden, you practically have to live in it. ~Frank McKinney Hubbard
Gardening is Cheaper than Therapy, plus you get tomatoes. ~Author Unknown
Gardening is really simple, just think like a plant. ~Author Unknown
My garden is my favorite teacher. ~Betsy Cañas Garmon, 
A Weed Has mastered every survival skill except learning how to grow in rows. ~Doug Larson
The gardening season officially begins January 1 and ends December 31.~Marie Huston
Give a man a fish and he eats for a day. Teach him to fish and he eats for a  lifetime. Teach him to garden 

and the whole neighborhood gets tomatoes. And Squash, And Cucumbers, And ...  ~Author unknown
Gardening adds years to your life, and life to your years. ~Anonymus
“Gardens are not made by singing ‘Oh, how beautiful,’ and sitting in the shade.” ~Rudyard Kipling
   The love of gardening is a seed that once sown never dies. ~Gertrude Jekyll
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 More houseplants     
die from too much 
tender loving care  

(TLC) than die 
from neglect.

Watch the Weather. 
Water Plants 

Monthly in Winter if 
there is not

adequate snowfall.

     Houseplants
         like high
humidity. Try setting 

houseplants on 
a humidity tray.

      Make sure
      your  pond’s 
         surface is not 

completely frozen.
Use a Pond Deicer.

  If you Forgot to 
  plant your bulbs 

last fall, plant them 
in pots, and put them 

outside in a shed.

Check your
Birdfeeder.

The wildbirds are
still hungry 
and thirsty.

Start Geranium 
     seeds inside, 
or, take cuttings - Dip 
in Rooting Hormone 

before planting

     Houseplants 
       are growing 
slow. Fertilize house-
plants less now than 

in the spring.

    Build a Small
      Greenhouse to
start seeds. It can add 
up to 6 weeks to Your 

Gardening Season

           Rotate  
       Houseplants

1/4 turn every week 
to maintain their 

shape.

  Ice Melter is safer 
  for plants & cement 

than salt. Some 
Fertilizers can damage 
cement more than salt  

does- Be Careful.

  Remove heavy
      snow from

shrubs & trees. Tie 
up or remove 

hanging branches.

   Houseplants 
      can actually 
                make  your
                home more
                   healthy.

     Good Tools 
 last longer than

inexpensive  tools; 
unless they ‘grow 

legs’ and walk away.

     Cacti and 
succulents make 
perfect house 
plants; they 
thrive on neglect.

Fresh, Unfrozen
water is an

excellent way to 
attract birds. Use a 

birdbath heater.

Let your kids 
help pick out
seeds.  Maybe

they’ll help weed 
the Garden.

Many Vegetables 
make colorful 

additions to the Flower 
Garden. Try   “Edible 
Landscaping Ideas”

Don’t Plant the 
Same Plant in the 
Same Spot Every Year. 

Learn more about 
CROP ROTATION.

Check Summer 
  bulbs you put in 
storage last fall. They 
may need some water 

during the winter.

         Protect
     your plants 
from animal damage.
Mice, Voles, & Deer. 

They are hungry.

Store Garden 
    Seeds cool & 

dry until you are 
ready to plant them. 
They will last longer.

       Add Fine 
       Gravel to 
Houseplant’s Soil to 
help prevent Fungus 

Gnats.

     Protect pets 
     and animals 

from extreme cold.
Provide fresh, 

unfrozen water.

Birds love SUET.  
It’s a high energy 

food, and suet is a 
great bird food for 

cold weather.

     Are you still 
 eating vegetables 

from your garden?
Fresh from your Root 

Cellar, or those you 
bottled or froze?

        Fix your 
     lawnmower, 
shovels, & tools now. 
Don’t wait until you 

need them.

Purchase Garden 
Seeds early for the

best selection. 
Start  Inside: Onion 
seeds - to transplant 
outside in February.

          Clean & 
    sharpen your

Pruning Tools.
You will need
Them Soon.

   Don’t forget 
       to feed the 

Birds this Winter. 
Birds are both 

Hungry and ‘Thirsty’.

      Try planting 
an indoor 

Herb Garden in your 
new Coldframe or 

Greenhouse.

More Gardening Tips Utah State University Extension https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/extension_curgarden/

      Don’t break
    pond ice with

a hammer, you
may hurt the fish. 

Use a Pond Heater.

   Learn about 
Perennial Flowers. 

They make a great 
addition to your an-
nual flower gardens.

 Did you Know?
Some plants help 
other plants grow bet-
ter? Learn more about 
Companion Planting.

 For New Gardeners, 
Start Small and Do 

Not Get Too 
Discouraged With A 

Few Failures.

Did you Know?
Spiders are the 

Good Bugs?
They kill more Bad 
Bugs than  you realize!

We have FREE 
Gardening Handouts 

that give tips and 
suggestions to help in 
your gardening tasks.

Write down & 
plan your 

garden. Start a 
Garden Diary! 
Keep track of successes 

& failures this year.

       Enjoy your
 Amaryllis.
   Repot or
  Divide your  
  houseplants. 

Average High  37°F
Average Low   19°F
Average Moisture 1.35”

Measurement Conversion
3 teaspoons = 1 Tablespoon
2 Tablespoons = 1 ounce
8 ounces = 1 cup
2 cups = 1 pint
2 pints = 1 quart
4 quarts = 1 gallon

Measurement Conversion
1 cup = 8 ounces
1 pint = 16 ounces
1 quart = 32 ounces
1 gallon = 128 ounces

Gardeners learn more from their mistakes, than from their successes.



January Gardening Tips
January is a quiet 

month for most gar-
deners. The flurry of 
the holiday season has 
passed, but the flurry 
of the weather is still a real threat. Take 
advantage of this time to enjoy some indoor 
gardening activities

Long nights and short days bring out the 
urge for us to wait out the worst of winter 
weather. However, there are still plenty 
of gardening projects that may need to be 
addressed.

Feed the birds which may not be able 
to find food due to snow on the ground. If 
there is snow on the ground, and you don’t 
have a feeder, a piece of plywood, or card-
board, will create a very good feeding area. 

Bird feeding tip: Birds are attracted to 
fresh, unfrozen water. Wild birds need a 
continuous supply of fresh clean water at 
all times of the year. On hot summer days, 
birds are drawn to a birdbath. During the 
colder, months, unfrozen water is just as 
important. A source of water can dramati-
cally increase the number of wild birds you 
attract in your backyard. Birds that may not 
visit your feeding station will visit water. 
Try a birdbath heater to keep unfrozen 
water available. 

Always buy high quality wild bird seed to 
feed the birds. They may be more expensive 
to purchase, but you will get less waste, and 
the birds will eat more healthy food.

Black Oil Sunflower Seed is the most 
desired seed of wild birds! The high oil 
content makes it popular with birds and 
provides the heat and energy needed to live. 
It has a thin shell which all birds, even the 
small ones, can break open. 

In the event of heavy snow, be sure 
to shake or brush off the snow from the 

branches of your evergreens and shrubs. 
The light fluffy snow poses no real threat, 
but if it should become wet and frozen, the 
weight dramatically increases. Branches 
are more brittle when the plants are cold 
and dormant. The weight of the snow may 
snap them off.  

In the event of little, or no snow, be sure 
to water your plants occasionally. Newly 
planted shrubs should be  monitored 
closely, since their root system may not be 
completely established. Plants under the 
eaves, and broadleaf evergreens may also 
need a little extra attention during warm, 
windy, or dry weather conditions.

Forsythia, Pussy Willow, Crabapple, 
Flowering Pear and Cherry, and Quince 
branches can be cut and brought into the 
house for forcing. The warmth in the home 
will bring some early blossoms into your 
home. Place cut stems in a vase of water 
and change the water every 4 days.

Don’t forget your houseplants! Dust 
on the foliage can clog the leaf pores, 
so clean them up with a damp cloth, or 
a quick shower under the tap. On very 
cold nights, it is a good idea to close the 
curtains or blinds between the window 
and your houseplants to keep them warm. 
Turn your houseplants 1/4 turn each week 
to keep them uniform. Keep an eye open 
for insects on all your houseplants.  

Make certain that your plants have suf-
ficient humidity, by setting them on a tray 
filled with clean pebbles and a little water, 
or by simply setting a cup of water nearby.

Some houseplants are sensitive to the 
fluorine and chlorine in tap water. Watering 
containers should stand overnight to allow 
these gases to dissipate before using on 
your plants. Do not use ‘soft water’ to water 
your houseplants.

You can force Hyacinth, Paperwhite 

Narcissus, and Tulip bulbs into bloom 
during the winter. Plant paperwhites in a 
shallow bowl of pebbles and water. They 
should bloom in about a month. Hyacinths  
and tulips need 8 to 12 weeks of cold before 
they will bloom, so you need to plan ahead. 

If you plan to keep your poinsettia 
through the summer, be sure to fertilize it 
regularly, put in a well lighted area, and be 
careful not to over water it.

Enjoy your amaryllis. When one blossom 
stem fades, remove it. If your bulb is large, it 
may send up another flower stem. Fertilize 
it regularly and do not remove the leaves, if 
you want to keep it for another year. Plant it 
outside as soon as the weather stays warm, 
and bring it back inside this fall.

Extra time this month might well be 
spent getting your garden tools ready 
for spring. Sharpen and oil tools such as 
shovels, shears, mowers and pruning tools. 

Power tools, such as weed-eaters and 
power mowers, may benefit from a good 
tune-up. Either drain all the gas from the 
machines, or add stabilizer to the gasoline, 
to prevent carburetor problems next spring. 

Spray your snow shovel with Pam, 
or mineral oil, to help keep snow from 
sticking to it.

When pruning diseased branches, steril-
ize tools with a one part bleach, nine parts 
water solution in between cuts. Dry your 
tools at day’s end and rub them lightly with 
oil to prevent rusting.

Check flower bulbs in storage for rot and 
decay. Discard damaged or diseased ones. 
If the bulbs are dry, moisten them lightly.

Build a potting table. It will come in 
handy next month when you start planting 
seeds; working without bending over.

Start Begonias bulbs and Geranium 
seeds. You can also start a few ‘very early 
tomato plants’ if you have room.

Plant an early crop of onion and broccoli 
seed indoors. Plant them outside in March. 
Keep a frost blanket handy - just in case. 
Enjoy fresh vegetables 2 or 3 weeks before 
your neighbors. It’s worth the extra time, 
effort, and risk!

Be careful using ice melters on your 
cement and around your shrubs; too much 
can ruin concrete and kill plants. Use ice 
melters sparingly. Ammonia sulphate fer-
tilizer melts ice, but it can damage concrete 
more than salt does. Urea is safe to use 
on concrete. Urea melts ice but not if the 
temperature is too cold. Salt, Fertilizer, 
and Commercial Ice Melters all have their 
advantages, and disadvantages. 

Fireplace ashes can be saved to use as a 
fertilizer for lawns and many plants. Do not 
save ashes if you burn particle board, plastics 
or cardboard - these products may produce 
toxic substances when burned. Spread wood 
ashes evenly on vegetable garden. Use no 
more than 1.5 pounds/100 square feet/year. 
Don’t use if the soil pH is greater than 7.0 
or if potassium levels are excessive.

Learn how to ‘Deer 
Proof’ your yard. The 
only sure method to 
prevent deer damage in 
your yard is to use ‘Deer 
Fencing’ or by physically covering your 
plants. However, you can try repellents 
such as Liquid Fence, Not Tonight Deer, 
or Bonide Repels-All. Wolf, Coyote, and 
Mountain Lion urine may also give the deer 
second thoughts about browsing in your 
yard. Another deterrent is an Ultra Sonic 
Animal and Deer Chaser. This product 
uses ultra sonic sound waves to irritate 
many different types of animals including 
dogs, cats, birds, raccoons, and deer. 

Well..... if you thought there was noth-
ing to do in the garden this month.....
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Start Inside: Cabbage, 
Cauliflower, Broccoli, 

Brussels Sprouts, 
Early Tomatoes, 

Begonias,
Verbena & Coleus! 

Soil Temp inside 
your house can be 

10°F below room temp. 
Invest in Germinating 

Mats to help start seeds!

Only 6 more
 weeks until

 Spring  ?!?!?  
 Ask your local 

Groundhog.

Prune
Grape Vines, 

Maples, Locusts, 
Birch, in January or 

February.

Learn how to 
Prune. It can make

 a difference. 
     Attend A
  Pruning Class.

Remove large 
   piles of snow 

from your lawn to 
help prevent 
Snowmold.

   Harvest your
   winter carrots

beets and onions 
before they start

growing this spring.

Water Saving 
Products can save 
your yard: Soil Moist, 
Hydretain, Coconut 
Fiber. Learn More!!

  Many Heirloom 
   and Non-Hybrid 
vegetable varieties 
are available. You can 

save their seed.

 Repel Deer with
 Milorganite® or 
    Liquid Fence® 

Deer and Animal 
Repellent.

      Don’t start
   seeds too early.

Give them plenty of 
light.  Do you need a 

Grow Light?

  Start seeds inside 
 now for any plants 
you want to have ex-lrg 
to transplant outside in 
May.   DO YOU HAVE 

THE SPACE?

      Invest in 
Quality Pruning 

Tools: Corona 
pruners are excel-
lent tools to buy.

  Are your Shade 
   Trees too tall to 

Spray? Apply Bonide 
Tree & Shrub Insect 
control around their 

roots  in April.

Apply
‘Dormant 

Spray’ when 
the Tree’s 

Buds begin to 
swell.

Prune Fruit Trees 
anytime from now
until they Start to 

Bloom. Don’t Prune 
while blooming.

Don’t Prune
Roses  yet: Wait 

until April, when the 
weather is warmer.

Start your
 Strawberry Jar

early for Best Re-
sults. Its a great way to 
impress your friends.

    Build some
   Cold Frames.

You will need them 
soon to ‘harden off’ 
your tender plants.

      Start Inside: 
  Most Perennials!
 Finely ground Coconut 

Fiber or Sphagnum 
Moss are good seed 

starting medias.

   Start inside:
     Most Herbs!
Always plant seeds in 
containers with good 
drainage; use Fertilome 

Seed Starting Soil.

    Seed Starting
   Carts with lights 
-or- lights over a shelf  
can turn your house 
into a  ‘Greenhouse’.

      The best
  time to plant a 
tree was 20 years ago. 
The second-best time 

is this year.

  Fertilize fruit 
   trees 6 weeks 
  before they bloom.

Pine & Shade Trees 
do not need as much 

fertilizer.

  Roses are the
“Queen Of Flowers”
  Try a ‘Climbing 
Rose’ or a ‘Miniature 
Rose’ or a ‘Tree Rose’

You Can 
Plant Most

Trees & Shrubs
as soon as

the snow melts.

  Plant  a New 
   Rose Variety. 
Ground Cover Roses 
are easy to grow and 

maintain.

Rule of Thumb: 
Wait to Start seeds 

inside 6 to 8 weeks 
before transplanting 

them outside.

Plant Outside: 
   Peas, Spinach,
 Onions, until May 15.

You can Re-plant 
them again in July.

Start Inside: 
Perennials, Celosia, 

Dianthus, Salvia, & 
Flowering Kale! Stop 

By For A Vegetable Seed 
Starting Schedule.

Plant Outside:
Spinach, Peas, Beets
Carrots, Onions &
Sweet Peas, if your 
soil is dry enough. 

Wait To  Prune
Early Bloomers:

forsythia, wisteria,
 lilacs, snowball, etc. 

until after they bloom.

More Gardening Tips at Utah Pests https://utahpests.usu.edu/factsheets/index

Gardening:
Its a Dirty Job, 
But Somebody’s 

Got To Do It.

Have soil tested 
every few years 
to determine its 

pH level and 
nutrient needs.

       Prune Fruit 
 Trees in February, 

March, or April. 
Summer Prune Fruit 
Trees in June or July.

Walk Through 
Your Yard Often. 

Prevent or Repair 
winter damage to 
shrubs and trees.

  Houseplants
      say,   
    “I Love 
       You”

God made rainy days so gardeners could get the housework done.

 Sterilize soil by
      moistening it 

& baking it, at 300°F  
for 2 hours (Use a Metal 

Pan) It does have an 
odor so be careful.

Average High  43°F
Average Low   24°F
Average Moisture   1.33”

Measurement Conversion
1 lb = 453.59g
1 kg = 35.274oz
1 kg = 2lb 3.2740oz

Measurement Conversion
1 pound = 16 ounces
1 ton = 2,000 pounds
1 ton =     
  907kilograms184.67grams

     Purchase your
Garden Seeds

early. Then begin to 
plan your seed 
starting times.



February Gardening Tips
February is a month 

that can vary widely from 
year to year. Some years, 
February is just an exten-
sion of January, merely a 
flip of the calendar page. 

Other years, February is a preview of 
March, with rainy days and a few early 
flowers. It is really a roll of the dice; one 
never really knows what February might 
bring. Either way, Spring is just a few short 
weeks away.

If exceptionally cold weather is in 
the forecast, provide protection to early 
flowering, or tender plants, by covering 
them with a frost blanket, not with plastic. 
Plastic can freeze-burn a plant if it comes 
in contact with it.  

Witch-hazel, crocus, snowdrops, helle-
bores, and several other flowers, may start 
to bloom very soon.

If the ground is not frozen, deciduous 
shrubs and trees can be transplanted this 
month. Once the buds begin to swell, it is 
late. Once the buds break, its too late.

Fertilize trees (especially fruit trees) six 
to eight weeks before they start to grow. 
Punch a series of 1-2 inch holes, two feet 
apart, and 6 to 12 inches deep around the 
drip line. Apply the appropriate amount of 
fertilizer in each hole. The more holes you 
make the better. Don’t put too much fertil-
izer in a hole, or you may have a spotted 
lawn all spring and summer. 

Late-February is the time to fertilize 
shrubs and evergreens. Use an ‘acid-type, 
rhododendron fertilizer’ to feed evergreens, 
conifers, broad leaf evergreens, rhododen-
drons, azaleas, and Japanese Maples. 

Prune grape vines as soon as you have 
time. The sooner the better. Save the cut 
vines to make wreaths or other crafts.

Prune summer-flowering shrubs when 
the weather permits. Weigela, Rose of 
Sharon, Butterflybush, Bluemist Spireae, 
and Barberries all benefit from spring 
pruning. Do not prune the early-spring 
flowering shrubs yet. 

Forsythia, quince, spirea, lilac, wisteria,  
flowering cherry, and other early-spring 
flowering shrubs and trees will be bloom-
ing soon. Don’t prune them now, wait, they 
should be pruned a little later, after they 
have finished flowering. Pruning them now 
will reduce the amount of flowers. 

Prune Fruit Trees anytime from now 
until they start to blossom. You can also 
prune them after they finish blooming. 
Sometimes summer pruning is better.

It’s a good time to examine your land-
scape and trim back any branches that were 
damaged by the winter weather. Prune to 
improve the shape of the plant, as well as 
to open up the center of the plant for good 
air circulation and sun exposure. Always 
start your pruning by removing all dead, 
diseased, decayed, and broken branches. 

Check the plants under the eaves of the 
house, and under tall evergreens, to make 
sure that they have sufficient moisture; if 
dry, water them occasionally all winter.

Check your stored bulbs such as bego-
nias, dahlias and cannas. These bulbs may 
start to grow if they are too warm. They 
should be kept fairly dry, and stored below 
45 degrees F. If they are shriveling, water 
them lightly, or put them into damp peat 
moss, and keep them cool.

Start flower seeds indoors six to eight 
weeks before you want to plant them out-
side. If you start seeds too early, you may 
not have room for them because you will 
need to transplant them in to larger pots, 
before you can safely move them outside.

Plant perennial flowers, verbena, coleus, 

dianthus, celosia, salvia, petunias, impa-
tiens, flowering cabbage, and flowering 
kale from seed. Use germination mats and 
grow lights to help seedlings grow better.

Prevent ‘damping off’ on new seedlings 
by soaking the seeds in captan before plant-
ing them. You can also dust or spray captan 
on young seedlings to prevent this disease.

Start broccoli, cabbage, cauliflower, 
cabbage, Brussels sprouts, and onion 
seeds. Transplant them outside late-March 
or early-April. Use germination mats and 
grow lights to help seedlings grow better.

Start other vegetable seeds inside about 
6 to 8 weeks before you want to plant them 
outside. Plant peas, onions, and spinach 
outside, as soon as the ground is dry. 

Plan your planting schedule wisely, if 
you plant seeds too early you will need a 
lot of space to grow them until the weather 
cooperates; a coldframe may help.

Avoid working the soil when it is too 
wet. Wait until the soil starts to dry, to 
avoid creating dirt clods. If you prepared 
your garden soil last fall, you can plant peas 
as soon as the ground is dry enough to be 
raked. Raised bed gardens can usually be 
planted 3 to 4 weeks earlier than traditional 
garden areas because they dry out sooner.

Make sure your cold frame is ready for 
use. You can add two or three weeks of 
gardening in the spring, and two or three 
weeks in the fall, with a simple cold frame.

Continue feeding the wildbirds; you’ll 
want them to stick around to help with insect 
control when the weather warms up. Give 
them a high energy food such as suet or 
peanut butter. Birds are attracted to a source 
of unfrozen water, try a birdbath heater to 
keep water available for your birds.

Large birds are attracted to dehydrated 
fruits and nuts. Save your unused cherries 
and apples by dehydrating them, and storing 

them for the birds to eat during the winter.
Remove excessive piles of snow on the 

lawn to help prevent snow mold. Fireplace 
ash, Ute-lite, or Ironite can help melt snow 
quicker.

If you didn’t prune your blackberries, 
raspberries, and boysenberries last fall, do 
it now, as soon as you have time. 

Do not prune roses until late-March.
House plants may begin growing. Don’t 

fertilize houseplants very much until 
March, when the plants start to put on new 
growth, then fertilize regularly all summer.

If you are craving something green, 
when everything seems white or brown, 
try growing Lucky Bamboo. These green 
stalks and leaves do not need natural light, 
they can grow almost anywhere. Just keep 
their roots in water and support the stalks 
with pebbles or marbles. Put them on a 
countertop, on your desk, or in your bed-
room, and enjoy them year round. 

Indoor Bonsai trees are especially fun to 
have in the winter. You can enjoy pruning, 
grooming and growing them without get-
ting out of your chair. These miniature trees 
need regular watering and plenty of good 
light. They like good air circulation, but 
they cannot tolerate locations near furnace 
vents, or near doorways. 

Growing bonsai plants is both an art 
and a science, be sure to learn more about 
watering and trimming your bonsai plant 
as soon as you have time. 

Fertilize your amaryllis once a month 
until you to plant it outside.

With a little luck, 
Mother Nature will 
send a few warm days 
our way this month. 
Don’t get too excited, 
winter is still far from 
being over! 



S u n d a y M o n d a y T u e s d a y W e d n e s d a y T h u r s d a y F r i d a y S a t u r d a y

   

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31  

Rockin E Gardening Calendar  

Tips and Suggestions for Year Round Gardening
1201 West 500 South   Woods Cross, UT    801-299-9990

www.RockinEcountrystores.com          

Rockin E’s 2023 Gardening Calendar only gives approximate 
dates for many gardening activities in the yard.  The seasons may 
vary from year to year, so please adjust your gardening schedule 
according to the changing weather conditions.

March 2023

© Copyright 2022 J&L Landscaping Service

   Fertilize Fruit
    Trees 6 Weeks 

before they bloom. 
Pine Trees do not 

need much fertilizer.

      Daffodils &
    Tulips should

be blooming
soon - the ones you 

planted last fall.

Don’t feed pond 
     fish until the 
water temperature is 
50°F.  The fish are not 

starving yet.

Prune Fruit Trees
  then Dormant 

Spray them. Many 
other plants benefit 

from Dormant Spray.

  Prune Grapes
     in January, 

February, or early 
in March. Prune in 
summer if needed.

    Plant Inside:
         Petunias, 

Impatiens, 
Snapdragons, & 

peppers.

    Plant Inside:
Begonias, Cannas,

Gladiolas,  Lilies
Anemones  & other
Perennial flowers.

‘Dormant Spray’
   is Important.

Don’t Forget to
apply it, and it can 
be totally Organic!

March weather
       makes it 
impossible to set exact 
dates and schedules for 

planting, so proceed 
with caution!

       Clean your 
  pond. Lift pond

 plants from the 
bottom of  the Pond.  

Check your fish.

The Spring 
    planting season is 
just around the corner! 
It is sometimes better to 
plant a week late than 

‘one day’ too early!

 Plant outside:
        Grapes,
Berries, Vines, Trees, 

Roses, & Most 
Flowering Shrubs.

Start Outdoor 
 Planters Inside 

now, so they will be 
large and colorful to 
put Outside in May.

   ‘Harden Off’ 
your  transplants

before Planting them 
Outside. Its not hard, 

but its important.
Learn How.

Prevent Coryneum 
Blight in Peach, 
Cherry, Apricot, 
Nectarine with a 
Dormant Disease 

Spray.

Wait until Forsythia 
Blooms to apply 
Crabgrass Preventer. 
Repeat in 8 weeks to 
prevent spurge.

Plant Perennial
   Flower Plants

Outside anytime 
from now until

November.

  Plant Inside:
       Lobelia, 
Alyssum, Portulaca,  
Verbena, and most 

annual flowers.

Try Kohlrabi
       instead of 
Turnips. Plant some 
red, black, white, or 
yellow Carrots -- for 
something different. 

Try something
   new this year.
      How about a new 
       Hydrangea shrub,

 or patio tree?

   Don’t Prune 
     Roses Yet! 
Wait until April. Prune 
Spiraea, Weigela, and 

Barberry now.

     Dust Seeds 
      to prevent 

Maggots in Radish, 
Beet, Onion, 

Parsnip, Turnip.

Fertilize pansies
   & tulips every 

2 weeks with either
Bloodmeal or 

Milorganite to help 
repel Deer.

   Fertilize  your 
     Lawn. Use IFA 

Crabgrass 
Preventer, or IFA 

Spring & Summer 
Lawn  Fertilizer.

  Remember to
Control Chinch

Bugs after the 
Forsythia finishes 

blooming.

Plant Outside:
Beets, Parsley,

Peas, Swiss Chard, 
Cauliflower,
& Spinach.

Got a Question?
Ask an Expert!

Tip: Don’t plant the 
same plant in the same 

area - every year; 
rotate your crops.

Plant Outside:
  Peas & Onions

every 2 weeks until 
May 15. Replant in 

July for Fall Harvest.

    Plant Inside:
Annual Flowers,

 Marigolds, Aster, 
Godetia, Cleome,

Salvia, Vinca, Eggplant, 
Peppers, & Tomatoes. 

          Plant 
        Outside:

Carrots, Radishes,
Turnips. Make sure 

the soil is dry.

   Plant Outside:
       Potatoes, 
Lettuce, Parsnips &

Pansies. You can plant 
earlier in raised beds.

Plant Outside:
Broccoli, Cabbage,
 Spinach. Rototill 

gardens in Fall to plant 
Earlier in Spring.

More Gardening Tips at Colorado State University  http://extension.colostate.edu/topic-areas/yard-garden/

Are Dogs Damaging 
Your Lawn?

Try ‘Revive Dog 
Spot’ to help restore 
your lawn’s health.

You can’t buy happiness, but you can buy Plants: thats pretty much the same thing.

   Do not reycle 
   clippings from 

lawns where weed 
and feed products 

or herbicides (weed 
killers) have been used.

 Wait to Prune
      Forsythia, 

Wisteria, Lilac, 
Snowball until after 

they bloom.

   Xeriscaping does 
     not mean Zero 
Scaping! There are 

lots of attractive 
options available.

Pine trees do not need 
as much fertilizer or 

water as other plants. 
Too much makes them 

straggly and grow larger 
than they should.

Free Handouts:
Crop Rotation

Companion Planting
Veggie Planting Time

Herb Gardening
Waterwise Gardens

Godetia

     Transplant 
     Inside: Put 
Geraniums into big-
ger pots. Plant them 

outside in May.

Measurement Conversion
1 mile = 5,280 feet
1 mile = 1,760 yards

Average High  51°F
Average Low  29°F
Average Moisture  1.72”

Measurement Conversion
1 foot = 12 inches
1 yard = 3 feet
1 yard = 36 inches



March Gardening Tips
March brings with it a 

sense of change, a feeling 
among all that there is light 
at the end of the tunnel. 

While there will still be 
plenty of cold days and nights ahead, and 
undoubtedly some more snow, we can 
sense that spring is just around the corner. 
Warmer days are ahead. 

March is when many beautiful spring 
perennials begin to flower: Crocus, Au-
brietia, Creeping Phlox, Candytuft, Rock 
Cress, Bergenia, Snowdrops, Witch-hazel, 
Hellebores. Many more will be blooming 
soon, if they haven’t started already. 

The Pansies and Flowering Kale you 
planted last fall should be showing their col-
ors and filling your planters. Fertilize them. 

March weather changes makes it impos-
sible to predict exact dates and schedules 
for planting, so keep a frost blanket handy, 
and be careful deciding when to plant! 

With Spring just around the corner, it is 
time to get serious and get the garden ready! 

Spray Dormant Oil when buds are 
swelling, but before the flowers, or leaves, 
have opened. Spray when the temperature 
is above 40 degrees F. The closer you wait 
until the plant begins to grow, the better 
your dormant insect control will be.

 Apply dormant oil to fruit trees, shade 
trees, pine trees, and other shrubs, such as 
roses, raspberries, euonymus, and junipers. 
Dormant oil controls aphids, scale insects, 
spidermites, and many other overwintering 
pests. It does not control insects that lay 
their eggs in the soil, such as coddling 
moths, borers, or cherry fruit flies. 

Spray a fungicide on peach, nectarine, 
apricot, plum and cherry trees just before 
they start to bloom to control coryneum 
blight. Flowering peach, cherry and flow-

ering plum may also need this protection. A 
follow-up fungicide may be needed during 
May and June.

Fertilize fruit trees 6 to 8 weeks before 
they start to grow. Do not fertilize mature 
shade trees or pine trees, unless they are un-
der stress. Fertilize other trees and shrubs 
early in the spring to stimulate strong new 
growth. However, it is sometimes better to 
under-fertilize than to over-fertilize trees.

Use an acid-type rhododendron fertilizer 
to feed evergreens, conifers, broad leaf 
evergreens, rhododendrons, azaleas and 
Japanese Maples. 

Finish pruning fruit trees this month - 
before the buds swell - or wait until after 
they completely finish blooming. Don’t try 
to prune trees while they are blooming, or 
while the leaves are just beginning to form.

March, and early-April, is a good time 
to transplant shrubs and trees. As soon as 
the soil has thawed, but before buds have 
broken open, you can move most shrubs 
and trees safely - at the right time of year.

Remove winter protection of mulch from 
around roses and flowers. Uncover tree 
roses, climbing roses and miniature roses.

Roses can be pruned late-March, or  even 
early-April, if there is still a chance of ex-
tremely cold temperatures. Severe spring 
pruning results in nicer, long stemmed 
flowers, and more compact rose bushes. 

Climbing roses should be thinned to get 
rid of the old tangled growth. Shrub roses 
and English Garden roses should just be 
pruned enough to control their size and 
shape. Groundcover roses do not need 
much pruning, just keep them the size you 
need them. Just thin Miniature roses.

Feed roses after you prune them. A fer-
tilizer mixed with an insecticide is a good 
way to help prevent insect problems. Apply 
Epsom’s Salts (magnesium sulphate) twice 

each year to promote healthier plants.
Sow flower and vegetable seeds (in-

doors) about 6 to 8 weeks before you want 
to plant them outside. The earlier you start 
seeds, the larger the plants will be, and the 
more space they will require. You may need 
to use a grow light to keep plants healthy.

Resist the urge to start digging in your 
gardens too early. You can damage the 
soil’s structure. If you pick up a handful of 
soil, it should fall apart, not stick together 
like glue. When it’s dry enough, you can 
start to dig beds and add compost or ma-
nure in preparation for planting. 

Peas and sweet peas may be planted 
outside anytime now, as well as perennial 
vegetables like Asparagus, Rhubarb, and 
Horseradish.

 Broccoli, Brussels sprouts, cauliflower, 
celery, leeks, onions, and early potatoes, 
may be planted outside in the garden as 
early as mid-March.

Spinach, Swiss Chard, Cabbage, Cauli-
flower, Brussels Sprouts, Parsley, Radish, 
and other hardy vegetables can be seeded 
directly, or transplants set out, in late-
March.

Late-March is the time to start tomatoes, 
peppers, eggplant, lettuce, and many other 
vegetable seeds inside the house. Wait 
another 2 or 3 weeks to start pumpkins, 
cucumbers, and squash.

Plant pansies, primroses, and perennial 
flowers outside as soon as the ground is dry.  
You can also plant them in containers now 
for early, colorful flowers on your porch 
or balcony.

Clean up your perennial flower gardens. 
Cut back ornamental grasses close to 
ground level.  

Most perennials may be divided and 
moved as soon as the ground is workable, 
until they begin to show new growth.

Alternating thawing and freezing cycles 
can tear plant roots, and can even force the 
plant right out of it’s hole. Perennial flow-
ers are prone to this type of winter injury. 
If you notice any plants that have heaved, 
push them back into the earth.

Plant tender bulbs, (gladiola, cannas, 
calla lilies, caladiums, and dahlias) inside 
to get a jump on spring. Plant them outside 
as soon as the temperature cooperates. You 
may continue planting additional gladiola 
bulbs every two weeks until mid-June to 
ensure a continuous source of blossoms. 
Tip: plant gladiola bulbs (corms) on their 
side to help prevent them from tipping 
over as easily.

Plant Strawberries, Raspberries. Black 
Raspberries, Blueberries, Currants, Blackber-
ries, Gooseberries, Goji berries, Tayberries, 
Boysenberries, Dewberries, Elderberries, 
Kiwi Vines, Grape Vines and Fruit Trees.

House plants start putting out new 
growth because of longer days and brighter 
light. The end of this month is a good time 
to pinch them back to generate new growth 
and to thicken them. You can then begin 
fertilizing them every 2 or 3 weeks. 

Remain vigilante in watching for insects 
and pests. It is much easier prevent insect 
problems if you are aware of the infestation 
in it’s early stages.

Start winter cleanup of the lawn when 
the grass is no longer sopping wet. Rake 
your lawn to get rid of dead growth, stray 
leaves, twigs and winter debris. 

If snowmold is a problem, leaf rake the 
area. Fluffing the area will kill Snowmold 
spores and then the lawn will be able to 
start to recover. 

You may fertilize 
your lawn, but do not 
apply crabgrass control 
yet; wait until April.  
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Fertilize and
Prune trees,

& shrubs now.
Wait a week or two 

for  Roses.

Fertilize 
Houseplants 

more often in the 
Spring and Summer - 
when days are longer.

  Prevent Spurge 
      & Crabgrass. 
Use  Crabgrass Pre-
venter Now. Repeat 

in 6 to 8 Weeks.

    Be Careful! If 
     you plant too 
early, you may have 
to replant the same 
plants again later.

      Magnesium 
      Sulphate will 
help Roses, and most 
flowers, produce bigger 
blossoms this summer.

    Plant Outside:
Potatoes, Broccoli, 
Cauliflower, Cabbage, 
Brussel Sprouts, Garlic, 

Onions, Shallots.

Plant Tomatoes 
Outside Now if 

you use a Wall of 
Water - or - 

wait until May 15.

Plant Outside:
          Gladiola,

Dahlia, Canna,
Lily, hardy herbs. 

Wait to plant Basil.

       A Birthday 
      coming soon? 

Buy a Giftcard for 
the Gardeners 

in your life.

         Prune &
     Fertilize Roses
Now. Fertilize roses 
every 6 weeks until 

mid-August.

    Plant Pansies, 
   Helleborus, and

 many perennials
now, they love 

the cold weather.

The life-span of a 
Strawberry plant 

is 2-3 years.  Remove 
the older mother plants 

and leave the new 
daughter plants.

           A pply
“Dormant Spray” 

on fruit trees  when 
flower buds are just 

starting to show color.

   Spray Aspen
   trees for “Leaf 

Spot” when 
buds open. Repeat in 
two weeks as needed.

  Fertilize  
 Lawn with 

Crabgrass Control
when Forsythia is 

in full bloom.

   Start Spraying 
  Apples & Pears 
for Worms about 

3 weeks after the 
blossoms drop.

Prevent Weeds  Now.
Many Pre emergent 
products are avail-
able for your Lawn 

or Garden.

Hang aluminum 
pie tins, CDs or 

‘Bird scare-tape’ in 
Cherry trees to scare 

the birds away!

   Water Lawns
before 10:00 AM
during the summer. 
Do not Water Lawns 

Every Day!

Create a Shade
Garden with Fern, 
Heuchera, Heucherella. 
Hosta, Brunnera, Astilbe

Dicentra, Columbine
 100’s of varieties

     Plant a new
    Groundcover 

Rose Bush, or an 
English Garden Rose 

Variety.

       Miniature
     Roses are 

very colorful all 
summer and are 

very hardy!

    Plant a New
     Rose Bush,

Hydrangea,
Itoh Peony, or
Butterfly Bush.

       Check your
    Sprinklers. The
irrigation water will be 

turned on Soon. 
Don’t start watering 
until the soil is dry.

        Control
  Slugs & Snails

as soon as ground 
is warm. 

Use Traps or Bait.

   Last Chance
    to plant Peas. 

Replant in August, 
for a fall harvest.

“Fall Is For Planting”

Mow your Lawn
   1.5” long now.
Mow your Lawn 2” 
long during the hot 
summer weather.

     Raspberries 
          come in 
different colors, purple, 
yellow, black, and red.
 (Red is most popular).

     Start Inside: 
       Vine Crops: 

Cucumbers, 
Melons, Squash, & 

Pumpkins!

     Don’t plant 
        Pumpkins, 

Cucumbers,  &
Squash outside too 

early. Wait: Late-May

   Plant Onions, 
  Radishes, and 
Carrots together. You 

thin carrots as you 
harvest radishes.

Second Planting:
Radishes, Peas

Spinach, Lettuce,
Onions. Plant again 
in August for Fall.

Don’t water lawns 
every day. Lawns 

only need 1” of water 
a week. Reduce 

amount according to 
temperature & rainfall.

      Perennial 
    Flowers Can 
Make Great additions

in Your Annual
Flower Gardens.

More Gardening Tips at Idaho State University  https://www.uidaho.edu/extension/garden

Don’t Plant
tomatoes & peppers 

melons & squash
Outside Too Soon. 

They may still FREEZE

Remember: It is better 
to plant “A Week 

Late” than “A Day 
Too Early”. Watch 

the Weather Forecast!

           Prevent 
Maggots

       in Onions,
Carrots, Beets,

& Turnips.

          Plant
        Raspberry,
Blackberry, Gooseberry,
 Boysenberry,  Taybery
Blueberry & Strawberry

Harvest Supreme
is a Great 
Mulch to add 
to all of your

Gardens! 

Average High  60°F
Average Low   38°F
Average Moisture 1.4”

Measurement Conversion
1 inch = 2.54 cm
1 cm = .394 inch
1 foot = .305 meter
1 meter = 3.28 feet

Measurement Conversion
1 meter = 1.09 yard
1 yard = .914 meter
1 kilometer = .62 mile
1 mile = 1.61 kilometer

Gardening requires a lot of water, mostly in the form of Perspiration



April Gardening Tips 
April can be a strange 

month. Some years, April 
lives up to its promise and 
spring arrives in all her 
glory. Other years, winter just won’t give 
up, and a tug-of-war between the seasons 
continues. Old Man Winter often sends 
his blessings in the form of a late-season 
snowstorm. This can ruin the blossoms of 
the early tulips and daffodils, and can dash 
the spirits of gardeners. Fortunately, the 
snow is short lived, so you and your plants 
may recover quickly.

‘Spring is Finally Here!’ As you look 
out upon your garden, you ask yourself a 
question “Where do I even begin?” 

There is so much to do in every corner 
of the yard this month that it is difficult 
to know where to start. It is up to you to 
decide which project is most important, and 
which projects need to be delayed. Take 
advantage of the cool weather before the 
hot summer temperatures arrive.

Be Careful! Listen to the weatherman. 
If you plant a day or two too early, you 
may have to replant them again in just a 
few more days.

Spray all trees and shrubs with Dormant 
Oil before they start to bloom. 

Wait to prune your Forsythia, Flowering Al-
mond,  Quince, lilac, and all the spring bloom-
ing shrubs, until after they finish flowering. 

Prune fruit trees if not already done. TIP: 
If your tree does not need major renovation, 
wait until after the tree is finished blooming 
to prune it. Late pruning helps keep the 
tree smaller. Early pruning stimulates more 
new growth.

Apply Systemic Tree and Shrub Insecti-
cide (Merit) to the roots of trees and shrubs 
prone to insect and borer problems. Aspen, 
Ash, Willow, Lilac, and Locust are a few 

trees and shrubs with major borer prob-
lems. Systemic tree and Shrub Insecticide 
eliminates the need to spray tall Maple, 
Linden and shade trees to control aphids, 
if it is applied early enough in the spring.

Get a jump on spring. Plant flower seeds 
(inside) 6 to 8 weeks before you want to 
transplant them outside. You can plant 
seeds of asters, alyssum, cosmos, mari-
golds, zinnias outside in the garden towards 
the end of April.

Late-March or Early-April is the time 
to start tomatoes, peppers, eggplant, and 
many other vegetable seeds, inside the 
house. Wait another 2 or 3 weeks to start 
pumpkins, cucumbers, melons, and squash.

When tulips and daffodils have finished 
blooming, deadhead them, but Do-Not-Cut-
Off the green leaves yet! The leaves should 
continue to grow for another few weeks, to 
provide the bulb with food for flowering 
next year. Lightly fertilize all your spring 
flowering bulbs lightly just before they 
bloom, and right after they finish blooming.

Divide perennials such as Daylilies, 
Delphiniums, Iris, Chrysanthemums, 
Daisies, Hosta, and Phlox. The additional 
plants you create can be given to friends, 
or planted into a new area of your garden.

It’s time to plant peas, carrots, beets, 
spinach, lettuce, radishes, parsnips and 
onions in the garden. Transplant broccoli, 
cauliflower and cabbage out in the gar-
den. Don’t wait until May to plant these 
early-vegetables. Dust seeds with Bonide 
Garden Dust when planting them in cold, or 
wet soil, to help prevent them from rotting.

Plant radishes mixed with your carrots, 
onions, or beets. As you harvest radishes, 
you are thinning your carrots, onions or 
beets. Thin radishes, beets and carrots as 
often as needed when they start to grow. 
Plants growing too close together do not 

mature as large as well spaced plants.
Wait until May to plant tomatoes, beans, 

corn, squash, melons, pumpkins, cucum-
bers and peppers. You can plant tomato 
plants outside this month if you plant them 
inside a Wall of Water, otherwise wait until 
Mother’s Day to plant tomatoes. Remem-
ber to set up your Wall or Water at least 3 
or 4 days before you plant.

Potatoes can rot easily when planted in 
cold and wet soil. Cut potatoes into pieces, 
dust them with Bonide Garden Dust, and let 
them sit for at least 24 hours before planting.  

Prune roses as soon as the danger of 
hard frost is past; either late-March or ear-
ly-April. Prune them severely now, and then 
continue to prune them lightly all summer.

Fertilize roses as soon as you finish 
pruning them. Using a fertilizer with a 
systemic insecticide will help prevent 
insect infestation later in the summer, as 
it feeds your rose. Fertilize roses every 6 
to 8 weeks until mid-August. Apply mag-
nesium (Epsom’s Salts) around roses and 
other flowers in April. You will be amazed 
at the difference it makes.

Cut out all the dead canes from your 
raspberry patch. The new canes that will 
bear this year’s fruit should have new, 
swollen buds along the edges. Thin these 
to five canes per foot of row to allow good 
air circulation and prevent overcrowding. 

April is a great time to select and plant 
fruit trees, grape vines, and berry plants. 
Fruits and berries will grow in the shade, but 
they do their best when planted in full sun. 

Just because the irrigation water is turned 
on April 15, doesn’t mean the lawn needs 
water immediately. Wait until the lawn 
starts to show dryness before watering. 
Drought stress early in the year, while 
the weather is cool, promotes deeper root 
growth. Do not ever water lawns every day, 

even during the heat of summer.  
Fertilize your lawn 4 times this year: 

Spring, Summer Fall, Winter. Wait to ap-
ply crabgrass preventer until the forsythia 
blossoms start to fade. Reapply crabgrass 
preventer in 60 to 90 days to prevent spurge 
and other late germinating weeds.

Spring is a good time to aerate, thatch, 
and over-seed the lawn. Spot treat broad-
leaf weeds such as dandelions, henbit, and 
chickweed; they may be blooming now.

Humate, also know as humic acid, is one 
of the best products you can apply. Humate 
helps the lawn resist some diseases, and it 
helps promotes a deeper root system, which 
in turn makes it more drought resistant. 

As mowing becomes necessary, be 
certain that the blade is sharp to prevent 
tearing the grass tips. Set the blade on your 
lawnmower to cut the grass at 2 1/2 inches 
to avoid scalping. 

House plants start putting out new 
growth because of longer days and brighter 
light. You can then begin fertilizing them 
again every 2 or 3 weeks with a balanced 
house plant food. 

Do not move houseplants outside un-
til night temperatures remain above 60 
degrees.

Although we think of this as a rainy 
month, it can fool us. Be sure to take a little 
time to check the plants in containers; es-
pecially those under the eaves of the house, 
and plants under tall evergreens, to make 
sure that they are getting enough water.

If you have a pond,  you can add aquatic 
plants any time after the middle of the 
month. Start feeding your 
fish when the water tem-
perature rises above 50 
degrees F.

Don’t forget your wild 
bird friends.
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More Gardening Tips at University Of Nevada  http://www.unce.unr.edu/publications/

Water Lawns
1.5” per Week. 

Water in Morning or 
Evening. Don’t

water lawns every day.

  Be sure to Plant:
at the Right Time, 
at the Right Depth,

at the Right Spacing.

Prevent 
Borers in Shade 

Trees: Ash, Birch, Pine 
Trees, Willow, Poplars, 

Quaking Aspen

 ‘Impatiens Disease’
Read About This

 Disease before you 
plant. Substitute Plants: 

Begonia, Caladium, 
Lobelia, & more

      Plant Outside 
     Summer Bulbs: 

Gladiolas, Dahlias, 
Cannas, Begonias, 
Lilies, Calla Lily. 

  Last Chance to 
  plant Spinach &
Turnips until August. 

Replant then for a 
fall Harvest.

   Last Chance 
to plant peas this
Spring. Plant again 

in August for 
fall harvest.

Plant Outside: 
        All Herbs.

Herbs make great 
additions in your 
flower gardens.

Add ‘Soil Moist®’
   to potting soil in 
hanging baskets and 
pots to keep the ‘soil’ 

‘moist’  --  longer.

       Don’t Prune 
    Flowering Pear, 

Plum, Crabapple, or 
Flowering Cherry 

Trees until after they 
finish blooming.

Learn the best 
time to Plant Veggies.
Corn takes 20 days to 

emerge in 50 ° Soil, 
only 5 days in 70 ° Soil.

     Many Organic
       Products are 

Available for Snail 
Control, Insect Control, 

and Weed Control.

  Mow Lawns
 1.5” to 2” Long.

Control Spurge.
Repeat in

6 to 8 Weeks.

     Spray Pear 
          Trees for

“Fire Blight”
while trees

are still blooming!

          Spray 
     Cherry Trees 
now for aphids. Spray 
in June for the cherry 
fruit fly worms

Prevent Weeds 
in Vegetable Gardens 

with Corn Gluten, 
Treflan® or Preen®.

Prevent Weeds 
in Flower Gardens 
with Corn Gluten, 

Treflan,
Surflan® or Preen®.

Prevent Weeds 
in Shrub Beds,  

Borders, Fence lines, 
& Raspberry Patch

with Casoron®.

Don’t Forget to 
  Prevent Spurge 

& Oxalis in the 
lawn Now! 

   Kill Grass In
 Flower Gardens

without hurting the 
flowers with 

‘Grass B Gon’

    Coconut 
      Mulch (Coir)
is a great product
to help keep your 
soil - moist - longer.

  Don’t remove  
tulip leaves until 

they turn yellow. 
(about 6 weeks 

after they bloom)

Treat for most 
Tree Borers. Use 

Bonide Tree & Shrub 
Insect Control for 

season long control. Do 
not use on  fruit trees.

      Spray now 
       to prevent 

Raspberry Cane 
Girdler and 

Cane Borers.

          Spray 
   Apple Trees for 
worms every 10 to 17 
days starting about 3 
weeks after bloom.

      Start now! 
   Control snails 
and slugs.  You may 
win the battle with a 

little persistence!

Second Time to 
  Fertilize your 

lawn. Use IFA 
Spring & Summer 

Lawn Fertilizer. 

  Spray Plum &
    Cherry Trees 

for aphids as soon as 
the leaves emerge. Do 

not spray while the 
blossoms are still open.

Plant Outside:
Petunias, Pentas,
Marigolds, & most

Annual & Perennial 
Flowers.

  Plant Outside:
        Tomatoes,

Peppers, Beans, 
Eggplant, Corn 

& most vegetables.

Plant Outside:
   Corn & Beans. 

Re-Plant every 2 
weeks until July 4. 

Plant Outside:
Squash, Melons,

Cucumbers,
Pumpkins,

Sweet Potatoes.

Remember: It might 
be better to plant 

“A Week Later” than 
“A Day Too Early”.  

Unless You Plant Twice

Prune Forsythia,
  Lilacs, Wisteria,
& Quince after 
they bloom, but 

before mid-June.

Prune summer
  blooming trees 

and shrubs before 
they start to grow in 

the spring.

Stop ‘Suckers’ 
on your trees 
with ‘Sucker Punch®’ 
or ‘Sucker Stopper®’

Do Not Use A
Soil Sterilant In A 

Small Yard. 
It Is Not Safe 

Around Most Plants. 

There are no Gardening Mistakes, Only Gardening Experiments.

    Mom
       Would 

           Love A New 
Houseplant or

Hanging Basket.

A Better Garden 
Starts with a 
Better Plant

Average High 72°F
Average Low  45°F
Average Moisture 1.49”

Measurement Conversion
1 cubic foot covers 6 square 
feet 2 inches deep.

1 cubic yard covers 162 
square feet 2 inches deep.

Measurement Conversion
1 sq foot = 144 sq inches
1 sq yard = 9 sq feet
1 acre = 43,560 sq ft
1 cubic ft = 1,728 cubic inch
1 cubic yard = 27 cubic feet



May Gardening Tips
May weather is spring 

at its best. Everything is 
alive: Trees, shrubs, and  
flowers are all putting on 
a show. Granted, there are 
still some chilly evenings, 
and a chance of snow is still in the forecast. 

May is a time when the weather can 
either turn your garden into a wonderland, 
or into a frozen wasteland. Don’t be in a 
big hurry to get everything planted early, 
there is plenty of time.

Be aware of the weather forecasts and 
plan your gardening activities accordingly.

If a frost or cold weather is in the fore-
cast, protect your tender plants with mulch, 
newspapers, light cloth, a frost blanket, or 
with clear poly film over the plants. Do not 
let the plastic touch the plants, and be sure 
to remove the plastic as soon as the danger 
of frost is over. If plastic touches leaves, the 
leaves may freeze-burn, and, if the cover 
is not removed, your plants may sunburn.

Look around and notice what your 
neighbors are growing in their gardens, 
and what they are doing in their yards. 
Try some of their ideas, and try some new 
ideas of your own. There are no mistakes 
in gardening, just experiments. 

Early flowering shrubs such as Forsythias, 
Quince, and Spireae should be pruned back 
after they have finished blooming. Cut back a 
third of the oldest canes to ground level, then 
cut back one third of the remaining branches 
by one third of their height to keep them short.

Lilacs should be pruned lightly after they 
finish blooming, removing sucker growth 
and dead blooms. Feed lilacs in May with a 
good all purpose fertilizer. They also benefit 
from a small amount of lime, even in high 
pH soil conditions. Lime helps darken the 
color of the blossoms.

Pines and spruce can be kept to a com-
pact size by pinching off some of the new 
growth; the ‘candles’. Pinch the candles 
after they are fully extended but before the 
new needles are fully developed. Pruning 
the new growth later in the year will distort, 
or mis-shape the tree.

Water young, and newly planted, orna-
mentals as needed. Do not water older trees 
and shrubs until they need it - JUNE - there 
should be plenty of soil moisture for now.

Caution, be careful using line trimmers 
around trees and shrubs. A long, large ver-
tical wound will not kill a tree. However, 
even a very small horizontal cut, complete-
ly around a trunk, may kill even a large tree.

Monitor roses carefully. Fertilize them 
every 6 to 8 weeks from April until 
mid-August. Dead head them regularly to 
promote more blossoms. Roses are drought 
tolerant, but they bloom better when they 
are watered properly. 

Transplant seedlings outside as soon as 
you are sure that all danger of frost is past. 
Be sure to ‘harden off’ seedlings before 
putting them outside in the direct sunlight.

To ‘harden off’ seedlings you can: 1. Let 
them wilt, just a little, each time before 
watering them. 2. Put them outside, in a 
shady location, during the day, and bring 
them back inside during the night. 3. Cool 
your growing area to 50 F. for a week or 
so. 4. Do not fertilize them during the 
hardening off period.

Don’t tempt the weather, and plant your 
seedlings outside too early. A late frost can 
eliminate the benefit of all the hard work 
you did in March and April. It’s better to 
plant a WEEK late than a DAY too early.

Remove Tulip or Daffodil flower heads, 
but continue to feed and care for the plants 
until the foliage has died back naturally.  

Plant Pansies, Perennials and Snapdrag-

ons; they love the cold weather. Dianthus, 
Petunias, Geraniums, Marigolds, Fuchsias 
and Impatiens should be ready to plant by 
mid month. Toward the end of the month, 
it should be warm enough to plant out the 
more tender annuals like Sweet Potato 
Vine, Salvia, Zinnias, Marigolds, Vinca 
and Lobelia.

Put stakes or grow rings next to your 
taller flowers early in the season. This will 
help to support the plant against winds and 
makes it easier to ‘train’ them.

Begin pinching chrysanthemums for bushier 
plants. Don’t pinch them back after mid-July.

If you have containers from last year, 
dump out all of the soil and re-fill it with 
fresh potting soil. You can mix the old soil 
50/50 with fresh potting soil, and use the 
older soil, as long as your pots have not 
had any soil disease problems in the past.

Rotate vegetable crops to help control 
pests, diseases, and to help keep the soil 
in good condition.

Carrots, lettuce, potatoes, beans, peas, 
and most of the popular vegetables, can 
be planted now. Wait until mid-to-late May 
before planting the warmer weather crops 
like tomatoes, corn, squash, cucumber, 
pumpkins and peppers.

Check the tomatoes you planted last 
month, inside your Wall of Water, to see 
how close they are to blooming. You may 
get to pick your first tomato in July.

Plant a second crop of radishes, spinach, 
lettuce and onions. Plant corn and beans 
every two weeks for an extended harvest.

Spray fruit trees to control insects and 
diseases. Download a copy of USU’s fruit 
pest control guide for detailed information 
about when and what to use. 

Thin heavy fruit set on apples to increase 
fruit size, and to increase next year’s crop. 
You must remove the excessive apples by 

mid-June to affect next years crop. Any 
fruit thinned after that will help increase 
this year’s fruit size, but will not affect 
next year’s crop.

Withhold early-summer lawn watering 
until needed, to promote more drought 
tolerant lawns. Water early in the morning 
or early in the evening. Water lawns about 
1.5” per week. Apply 1/2” of water each 
time you water. Do not water your lawn 
every day. 

Set out tuna cans in several areas of the 
lawn. Turn on the sprinklers. When you 
have 1/2” of water in most cans, turn off the 
sprinklers. Did you get the same amount of 
water in each can? If not, a sprinkler system 
inspection may be necessary.

Fertilize your lawn. Try not to fertilize 
during July when the weather is extremely 
hot. Use either Spring & Summer Lawn 
fertilizer or Dr Earth Organic Lawn Food.

Kill dandelions before they bloom. 
Spray when the temperature is between 
40 and 85 degrees.

Check to see if your houseplants are 
rootbound. Remove them from their pots. 
If the roots are circling around the outside 
of the rootball, it is time to repot. 

Slugs and snails are out in full force right 
now. Be sure to take steps to control them 
now, before they have a chance to repro-
duce and take over your garden. 

Start a compost bin. The compost should 
be kept damp. If the compost is too wet, 
and stinks, try adding straw or sawdust to 
absorb the excess moisture.

In addition to the wild birds you have 
been feeding all winter, it is time to start 
feeding some new birds that are just 
arriving in the neighbor-
hood. Buy a hummingbird 
feeder, you will start to see 
some in the area soon. 
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Water lawns
1.5” per week. 

Mow lawns 1.5” tall 
until hot weather, 
then mow 2” tall.

Be Careful using   
pesticides. Learn
what products to buy, 
when to apply them, 
and how to use them.

Humate     
(Humic Acid)
helps lawns
resist many

Lawn Diseases.

Prevent Lawn 
Grubs.  Apply 

Bonide  ‘Insect and 
Grub’ Granules.

     Don’t Remove
    Tulip’s  Leaves
until they turn yellow. 

(6 weeks after 
blooming)

Second Planting
of Corn & Beans.

 Replant every  2 -3  
weeks until mid-July.

Plant
Large Pots

with Veggies
for a ‘Portable’

Vegetable Garden.

   Thin Carrots,
           Radishes,

Turnips, Onions,
Beets. Use them in 

salads.

Plant flowers to 
attract Butterflies 

&Hummingbirds. 
Hyssop, Foxglove, 

Penstemon, Red Hot 
Poker, Butterfly Bush.

     Plant your
         Amaryllis
Outside for the sum-
mer in a semi-shady 

garden.

    Plant Shrubs,
 Flowers, & Trees

All Summer. Always 
use Dr. Earth Root 

Starter for best results.

 ...........Thuricide,
     Tanglefoot, Fly 
Traps, Fly Paper, Indoor 
Insect Traps, and many 
more organic products.

     Organic Insect 
     Controls can be

 effective: Hot Pepper 
Wax, Neem Oil, Soap, 
Dormant Oil, Spider 

Traps ................

         Harvest
        your Peas, 

Broccoli, Spinach. 
Be sure to harvest 
regularly & often.

Want to Keep your 
petunias geraniums

blooming: Prune, 
Fertilize often, & use 
Thuricide. (organic)

Measurement Conversion
32° F = Water Freezes
0° C = Water Freezes
212° F = Water Boils
100° C = Water Boils

Measurement Conversion
0° C = 32° F
100° C = 212° F
F = C x 1.8 + 32° 
C = (F x 5 - 160) ÷ 9 

Humic Acid, 
Mycorrhizae,
Milorganite

Great Organic Products 
for all gardens and 

lawns!

‘Summer 
Prune’ Apples &

Pears to prevent and 
control suckers. 

Use ‘Sucker-Stopper’

Thin fruit on
most fruit trees for

a Better Harvest 
-and- to prevent 

breakage.

Average High 83°F
Average Low 53°F
Average Moisture .97”

Dust Corn for 
worms when silk
appears.      Tip:
Plant hybrid Corn 500 
feet apart or plant at 
least 10 days apart.

    Encourage 
      flowers to 
bloom. Fertilize with 
Fertilome Blooming 

and Rooting fertilizer.

Remove your 
Wall of Water. 

Store to re-use 
it next year. Prune 
tomato plants to 

promote bushy plants!

  If your lawn
 had Billbugs 

or Chinch Bugs
last fall - 

Prevent them Now!

       Treat for 
  Birch, Willow, 
Ash, and Aspen Tree 

Borer now, if you 
forgot in April.

Fertilize your
lawn before the
 weather gets too hot. 
Try not to Fertilize in 
July or early August.

          Prevent 
      Spidermites 

from becoming a 
problem. Wash or 

Spray at first sight!

  Dust Broccoli, 
Brussel Sprouts,
Cabbage, Cauliflower 
with Dipel or Eight to 

prevent worms.

             Don’t 
              Forget 
   to spray Cherries
    and Apples. Try 
Spinosad it’s Organic.

Don’ t forget 2nd 
Application of 
Crabgrass Preventer to 
prevent Spurge. (8 weeks 
after 1st time Edges of 
lawn and sidewalks.

         You can 
   Harvest your

Garlic soon, 
Especially if you 

planted it last fall.

 Fun Annuals:
Bidens, Ipomea,
Calibrachoa, Hypoeste, 

Lobularia, Scavoela, 
New Guinea Impatiens

      Cultivate 
       gardens to 
help prevent weeds. 

Fertilize plants 
every 4 to 6 weeks.

Last chance to 
plant: Melons,
Cucumbers, Squash, 
Cantaloupe, & Sweet 

Potatoes.

       Prune, 
  Deadhead, and

Fertilize Roses
all summer: Until

Mid-August.

Soil Building
Conditioner

and Soil Pep mulch 
help keep plants moist, 
cool the soil, and help 
prevent summer weeds.

   Learn about
         Organic 

Gardening. Many 
great products are 

available.

Tomatoes set Fruit 
between 55° & 85°F.
Use Blossom Set if 
Temperature is too 

Hot or Cold.

When gardeners garden, it is not just plants that grow, but the gardeners themselves.

Blooming & Rooting    
 Fertilizer is     
    Perfect for
      all Flowers
        & Veggies.

Dad 
Would Love 
      A New

   Gardening Tool.
     Shovel, Rake, 
    Hoe, or Claw.

Learn the best 
time to prevent

and control
 insects. It will save 
you time & money.



June Gardening Tips
June is that wonderful time 

of the year when the weath-
er is fairly settled, and 
summer is very near. June 
is one of the best months to be a gardener. 
Everything is lush and green, and the 
weather has not had time to reek havoc yet.

The hot weather is still a few weeks 
away, and most insect, disease, and weed 
problems have not yet arrived.

This is an excellent month to pick out a 
few new perennials, and put them into the 
garden. Divide spring flowering perennials 
such as Primroses, Arabis, and Aubrietia.

Deadhead spent flower blossoms to keep 
plants flowering. Mulch flower gardens to 
conserve moisture, control weeds, and to 
help cool the soil.

Pinch back any flowers; Fuchsias, Ge-
raniums, Cosmos or any other plants, that 
might be getting a little leggy. Pinch your 
Chrysanthemum’s to encourage them to 
be bushier and have more blossoms. Pinch 
them again, every 6 inches or so, until July.

Stake tall flowers to keep them from 
blowing over in the wind. Add a stake to 
each planting hole as you’re transplanting, 
and tie the stem loosely to the stake as the 
plant grows.

As the weather dries out, your container 
plants may need daily watering. If your 
hanging baskets dry out too severely, and 
the soil shrinks away from the pot, set your 
pots in a bucket of water for an hour, so 
they can completely re-saturate the soil. 

Water and fertilize container plantings 
regularly to encourage new growth and 
flowering. Use Osmocote fertilizer. It is a 4 
month, slow releasing fertilizer, that is per-
fect for container gardening. Supplement 
with Blooming & Rooting Fertilizer once 
a month to encourage even more flowers.

Watch for Tobacco budworms in petu-
nias and geraniums. Prevent spidermite and 
scale problems early in vegetable gardens.

It’s time to trim your hedges. Clip hedges 
two or three times each year, to maintain 
the desired shape.

Water newly planted trees and shrubs, 
with a hose, as often as needed. Do not rely 
on sprinklers, or drip irrigation systems, to 
water newly planted shrubs and trees for 
the first year.

Last chance to plant all of the warm 
weather vegetables, Corn, Beans, Peppers, 
Egg Plant, Tomatoes, Squash, and Pump-
kins as soon as possible. It’s not too late, 
but it is getting there. 

Fertilize vegetables every 4 to 6 weeks 
during the summer. Fertilize tomatoes 
when you first plant them, but too much 
fertilizer, later in the season, stimulates new 
leaves, and reduces the amount of fruit. 

Potatoes need a lot of nitrogen to pro-
duce an abundant harvest. Fertilize them 
every 3 to 4 weeks in the early summer. 
Do not water potato plants very much 
when first planting them, too much water 
can make them rot. 

Plant another crop of sweet corn and 
green beans every 2 weeks for an extended 
harvest. Make sure to plant at least three 
rows of corn for proper pollination.

Dust broccoli, cauliflower, and cabbage 
with Sevin, Eight, or Dipel to control the 
cabbage looper.

Blossom End Rot in tomatoes and 
peppers is not a disease. It is caused from 
stress, usually inconsistent watering. Add-
ing gypsum to the soil, or covering the soil 
with mulch, will help prevent this problem 
- any effected tomatoes are still good to eat, 
so don’t throw them away.

As soon as cucumber and squash vines 
start to ‘run,’ begin spray treatments to 

control cucumber beetles, squash bugs, 
and squash vine borers.

After natural fruit drop in late June, thin 
fruits on apple, pear, peach, and apricot 
trees carefully to produce larger, better 
fruit. Prune suckers and water sprouts 
from all fruit trees. Spray cuts with Suck-
er Stopper to help prevent suckers from 
growing back.

Spray for peach Twig Borer. Peach twig 
borers appear as a worm inside the fruit. 
Spray for Peach Tree Borer in July.

You may need to spray peach, nectarine, 
apricot, and cherry trees for Coryneum 
Blight, also known as shothole fungus - 
because of the BB size holes in the leaves.

Spray cherries when the fruit starts to 
change from yellow to pink (usually ear-
ly-July). Timing is critical.

Don’t forget to spray your fruit trees, 
raspberries, and vegetables to prevent 
many insects and diseases. It is safe to use 
pesticides -if- you choose the right product, 
spray at the right time, and wait the right 
time to harvest. 

Fertilize your lawn this month, so you do 
not have to fertilize during July or early-Au-
gust; when the weather is extremely hot. 

Water the turf sparingly now to increase 
drought tolerance during heat of summer. 
Let turf wilt between watering for best 
results. Do not water your lawn every day.

When the weather becomes hot and 
dry, raise the cutting height of the mower.  
Mow your lawn 2.5” to 3” long during 
the summer heat. Don’t remove clippings 
from the lawn unless grass is excessively 
tall. Clippings return nutrients to the soil 
and do not contribute to thatch buildup this 
time of year.

It’s not too late to reseed or over-seed 
the lawn. Be certain to keep newly seeded 
areas well watered.

Control Dandelions, and other lawn 
weeds, before the weather gets real hot. Do 
not spray if temperature is above 90° for 
24 hours. Apply pre-emergent for spurge.

Prune spring flowering shrubs as soon 
as they finish blooming, to maintain their 
size and shape. 

Check for spidermite damage on various 
plants. Spray at the first sign of spidermite 
problems rather than waiting until you see 
a major outbreak.

Warmer and drier weather means it will 
be necessary to water and mist your house-
plants more often. Fertilize houseplants 
regularly throughout the summer months 
to encourage new growth. 

Check your roses for mildew, aphid, 
black-spot or other insect or disease 
problems and if they appear, take steps to 
control them right away.

Roses need to be fertilized every 6 to 8 
weeks through the summer. Fertilize roses 
with ‘Rose fertilizer with Systemic Insect 
Killer’. Stop fertilizing them mid-August. 
Give your roses about 1/5 cup of Epsom’s 
Salts twice each year. Once in April and 
again in June.

Be alert to slug and snail damage. All 
snails produce up to 200 eggs each year. 
Do not leave dead snails in the gardens, 
gather them and put them in the garbage. 
Seek and destroy ALL slugs and snails!

Change the water in your bird bath 
regularly. Standing water may become a 
breeding ground for mosquito larvae.

If you have one hummingbird that domi-
nates the feeder, hang a second feeder a few 
feet away. The dominant hummingbird will 
not be able to guard 
both feeders, so all 
hummingbirds can 
enjoy a meal. They 
are fun to watch!
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Water Lawns 
with 2” of water 
per week. Check 

amount of water with 
several tuna fish cans.

Prevent Spurge Now.
Don’t Forget To 

Thin Peach Trees.
Avoid bracing and 
breaking branches.

Do Not Fertilize 
lawns this month.  

Apply Humic Acid, 
or Iron, instead of 

fertilizer.

      Mow Lawns 
      2.5” long this 

month. Longer 
grass needs less 

watering.

   Treat lawns for 
    Chinchbugs & 

Grubs. Use Quick 
Kill, Insect & Grub 
or Sevin, Granules.

         Spray for
        Peach Tree

Borer every 3 to 
4 weeks from July 

through September.

    Last chance
        to plant:

Corn, Beans 
Kohlrabi
Potatoes.

 Start  Broccoli 
     & Cabbage 

seeds indoors for 
      planting outside

in August. 

   Peach Tree 
   Borer  affects:

Peach, Almond,
Nectarine, Plum,
Apricot, Cherry.

           Fertilize 
      potatoes and 

corn with extra 
Nitrogen. Be sure to 
‘Hill up’ potatoes.

          Fertilize
         Vegetable

Gardens regularly 
all summer through

October.

  Fertilize patio 
      planters and 

container gardens 
with Osmocote,  it 

feeds when you water.

         Harvest 
  Tomatoes Now ---
The ones you planted 

in April using a 
‘Wall of Water’.

          Aerating 
   Your Lawn will 
help it grow and look 
better. You can aerate 
any time of the year!

Plan ahead and 
    learn when to 

plant vegetables for 
the fall & winter 
harvest season. 

   Spray apples
       for codling 

moths every 1 to 2 
weeks until Sept.  

Ask How!

Don’t Apply 
Insecticides 

TOO CLOSE 
to Harvest: Including 
Organic Insecticides.

Newly planted 
shrubs and trees 

need more frequent 
watering than older 

shrubs and trees.

Hand Water Fruit 
Trees & Shade Trees 

monthly until
October, to prevent 

Leaf Scorch.

       Remove
   spent flowers

from Perennials
to promote

more blossoms.

 You can Plant 
      Trees and 
Shrubs all Summer, 
if you water them 

properly.

    Don’t forget 
the fall planting
 season.  You can get 
a great harvest this 

fall and winter.

      For more 
  flowers, fertilize 

monthly with 
Fertilome Blooming 
& Rooting fertilizer.

Do you have an
   extra Hot Spot?
Try Vinca, Portulaca, 
or Ornamental Sweet 

Potato Vines.

     Dust Corn
       when silk

forms on ears.
Use Eight, 

Sevin or Dipel.

Deadhead
flowers to

promote  more
blossoms. ‘Give your 
petunias a haircut!’

   Lawn Insect 
Damage will 
start to  appear unless  
you control the bugs.

Chinch Bugs & Billbugs

Water Lawns
Before 10:00 & 

more often in July, 
but do not water 
lawns every Day!

      Watch out
for Spidermites,

especially on
Beans, Cucumbers, 
Junipers, & Spruce.

   Shade cloth
  can help many

tender shrubs. 
Japanese Maple, 
Blueberry, Hosta.

   Plant Beets,
        Turnips, 

Spinach,  Kale,
Swiss Chard,

for Fall Harvest.

  Add a layer of 
   Mulch to your 

gardens. It helps
 prevent weeds, helps 
cool the soil, and it helps 

to conserve water.

     Plant peas
      & spinach 
for fall harvest. 
Repeat in two 

weeks.

Divide perennial
flowers in early 
fall, after they finish 

blooming. Too many?
Give some to friends.

Give your 
      flowers a 

          mid-summer 
boost with Blooming 
& Rooting Fertilizer.

      Trees and  
   Shrubs have 

value - both 
aesthetically and 

monetarily.

     Plan Your 
 ‘Fall Vegetable
      Planting’ Schedule 

Now. You will be 
amazed what you can 

still plant.

Black Spots On The 
Bottom of Tomatoes?

Learn How To 
Prevent and Cure 
Blossom End Rot.

Average High  93°F
Average Low   62°F
Average Moisture .72”

Measurement Conversion
      Circumference is the 
distance around an object.
     Diameter is the distance 
through the middle of an 
object.

Measurement Conversion
Circumference:
Circle: 3.1416 x Diameter
Rectangle or square: (Length
    x 2) + (Width x 2)
Triangle: sum of all sides.

Measurement Conversion:
Diameter of Circle: 
    Circumference  ÷ 3.1416
Radius Circle: Diameter ÷ 2
Area of Circle: 3.1416 x   
     Radius x Radius

Gardening, A place you can find yourself, when you need to lose yourself.



July Gardening Tips
It’s time to sit back and 

enjoy the garden. Take 
time to enjoy the fruits 
of your earlier garden-
ing efforts. Apricots and 
cherries will begin to ripen soon. 

July is usually one of the hottest months, 
‘weather-wise’, and it is a time when ‘just 
a little’ needs to be done to keep the garden 
in tip-top shape: 

Watering Plants Correctly is the big-
gest concern because of the hot weather; 
‘too much’, ‘too little’, ‘too late’? 

Water all plants deeply. Water early in 
the morning, before the heat of the day, or 
early in the evening. 

Do not water your lawn every day. Your 
lawn should receive 2” of water per week, 
1/2” each time you water. Set out tuna cans 
in several areas of the lawn. Turn on the 
sprinklers. When you have 1/2” of water 
in most cans, turn off the sprinklers. Did 
you get the same amount of water in each 
can? If not, a sprinkler system inspection 
may be necessary.

Avoid fertilizing the lawn in hot, dry 
weather. Apply humic acid or iron during 
hot weather, if your lawn needs a little 
something to make it look better.

Contrary to popular belief, a brown lawn 
isn’t necessarily a dead lawn. Grasses go 
dormant in times of heat and drought, but 
will quickly return to life with the fall 
weather. 

You can aerate your lawn anytime of the 
year, including July. Aerating helps water 
penetrate deeper into the soil, helping roots 
grow better.

Raise the mower up a notch or two. 
Mowing the lawn at a taller height helps 
to conserve moisture at ground level. Mow 
lawns 2.5 to 3 inches long during the heat.

Don’t remove clippings from the lawn 
unless grass is excessively tall. Clippings 
return nutrients to the soil and do not con-
tribute to thatch buildup this time of year.

Do not spray broadleaf weed killers 
when the temperature will get above 90° 
F. within the next 24 hours. Weed killers 
may volatilize, and drift on to neighboring 
plants. Tomato plants, and grapevines, are 
especially sensitive to weed killer damage.

Be on the lookout for summer lawn dis-
eases and lawn insects. Many diseases are 
hard to control, and may take several years 
to control. Be persistent. You may need to 
over-seed your lawn in the fall, with a more 
disease resistant variety of grass seed. 

Water newly planted trees and shrubs 
with a hose once a week. Be sure to soak 
them. Do not rely on sprinklers, or drip 
irrigation systems, to keep them watered 
properly the first year.

Deep-water older tree and shrubs monthly 
from July to October. Turn the hose on to 
a very slow trickle, and let the water soak 
deeply into the root system. Do not just let 
the water run off, or it is just a waste of water.

Summer blooming shrubs should be 
pruned for size and shape after they have 
finished flowering. Remove any dead or 
diseased branches, then shape the plant 
as needed.

Deadhead flowers and roses to encourage 
continued blooming. Shear back annuals that 
have become overgrown. They will soon 
regain a more compact appearance, and will 
resume good flower production. They really 
don’t mind a mid-summer haircut.

Fertilize and water container gardens 
regularly. Plants grown in pots need more 
attention than plants growing in the garden. 
If your containers dry out too severely, the 
soil may shrink away from the sides of the 
pot. Then, when you water, all the water 

just runs out of the side of the pot, without 
having a chance to soak into the soil. If 
this happens, it is a good idea to set your 
dry containers in a bucket of water for an 
hour or two.

Fertilize container gardens regularly 
with Fertilome Blooming and Rooting 
Fertilizer to promote new growth, and to 
keep them blooming their best.

Keep watering your garden plants to 
help them through the heat and dryness. If 
you are going on a vacation, ask a friend 
or neighbor to water your garden and your 
container plants. The amount of water that 
your gardens need depends on the weather 
conditions. Water thoroughly and deeply 
each time you need to water. Do not water 
every day, and do not keep the soil soggy 
wet. Allow the soil to dry out between 
waterings.

Pansies, flowering kale, and sweet peas 
may start to fizzle out during the hot sum-
mer weather. Remove them, and then plant 
new ones later in the fall.

Plant seeds of Hollyhocks, English Dai-
sies, Foxgloves, Violas, Canterbury Bells, 
Sweet William, and more, into the garden. 
These plants will grow this year, and then 
they will bloom next year.

Roses need to be fertilized every 6 to 
8 weeks all through the summer; until 
mid-August. Deadhead plants to promote 
repeat blooming. Aphids, spidermites, 
and thrips are common insects on roses 
to watch for. Powdery mildew and black 
spot are diseases that need to be prevented. 

Enjoy the harvest, you deserve it. Har-
vest vegetables regularly. As crops start to 
finish producing, send those plants to the 
compost pile. Plant new seeds, and new 
plants, for your ‘Fall Vegetable Garden’.

Empty areas in the garden, can be re-
planted with another fall vegetable crop. 

Plan out successions of salad crops for con-
tinual harvesting throughout the summer. 
Sow seeds for cool-season crops directly 
into the garden by mid-July. 

Plant Beets, Broccoli, Cabbage, Cauli-
flower, Green Onions, Kohlrabi, Lettuce, 
Parsnips, Peas, Radishes, Summer Squash 
(risky), Spinach, Swiss Chard, Sweet Corn 
(risky), Turnips. Check the planting sched-
ule to know when the best time is to plant 
fall vegetables.

Be on the lookout for pests of the garden 
and control them as needed. Spray or dust 
sweet corn to control corn earworms as the 
silk emerges. 

Slugs and snails hide during the heat 
of the day, but they come out of hiding 
during the cool part of the morning, and 
during evening hours, or after a rainstorm.  
Seek and destroy ALL snail and slugs - and 
their eggs. Do not leave dead snails in the 
garden; the eggs, still inside the dead snail, 
will still hatch!

Keep up the coddling moth controls on 
apples and pears until September. Spray 
apricot, peach, nectarine, almond, cherry, 
and plum trees for peach tree borer. Repeat 
applications every month through Sep-
tember. Spray the lower limbs and trunk. 
Download USU Spray guide for more in-
formation about keeping fruit trees healthy.

Remove weeds before they set seed; don’t 
forget to look under plants for stray weeds 
you might have missed. A weed seed can 
stay dormant up to 20 years and still grow.

Continue to feed your hummingbirds. 
Change hummingbird feeder solution, and 
clean the feeders, at least every other day, 
to help keep the birds 
healthy. Change the 
water in your bird bath 
regularly, it will attract 
all kinds of birds.
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Water Lawns 
2” per week! 

Mow lawns longer 
this month, up to  

2.5” tall.

Don’t water 
your lawn every 

day - even during 
the hot weather - 

It is possible!

    Don’t  Forget 
  Your Potted Plants 

while on Vacation. 
They may still need 

water every day.

Control Walnut 
      Husk Fly in 

Peaches, Almonds 
& Walnuts in both 

June & August.

Dust Corn 
with Sevin®

 Eight® or Dipel® 
  to keep the worms

 out. Learn When.

Did you plant a few
    more vegetables 

than you can use? 
Donate them to the food 

bank or to the 
homeless shelter.

      Last chance
    to plant. 
Beets, Radishes,

Swiss Chard,
& Lettuce.

    Harvest
Zucchini Squash

& Cucumbers 
regularly. Give some 
to your neighbors.

    Corn storage:
     Refrigerate as 
much as possible. Room 
Temps. allow sugar to turn 
to starch 6 to 10 times 
faster than refrigerated.

Deep water older 
  trees monthly 

until frost. Newly 
planted trees need 

more frequent water.

Make sure to hand 
water new trees 
and shrubs.  Don’t Rely 
on Sprinklers to water 
new plants during the 
first summer.

  Remember to 
  treat for Peach 

Tree Borer this 
month. Treat Peach 
Twig Borer in June.

        Birdbaths
  attract birds all
 summer and winter. 
Early Peaches will 
start ripening soon. 

Summer gardening
        is important: 
Knowing how much 
water is one of the 

hardest jobs to learn.

  Watch out for 
        Mildew as 

temperatures begin 
to drop. Prevention is 
easier than the cure.

      Give your 
flowers a  boost. 

 Apply Blooming  & 
Rooting fert. every 

two weeks until fall.

   Don’t spray
     too close to 
harvest. Learn when 
to spray. Be careful 

using pesticides. Wash 
your hands after use!

Don’t forget
to clean your bird-
bath, bird feeder, & 

fountain often.
Don’t use Soap!

Water trees & 
shrubs deeply

once a month:  until 
rain or snow in 

October!

Reduce water 
to the 

lawn when the 
temperature 

starts to drop.      

   You may be 
 able to harvest 

fresh broccoli and 
peas for your 

Thanksgiving Dinner!

Try Raised Bed
gardening this 

fall or next spring. 
It really can make a 

difference.

  Brace Peach
 Tree branches
to prevent breakage, 

especially if you 
didn’t thin enough.

      Spray for
 Walnut Husk Fly

in Peach Trees & 
Walnuts. August 1 & 

Aug. 15.

     Remember
        to control

Coddling
Moths in Apples & 

Pears.

      Use slug
     & snail bait 

regularly.
Use a different

bait each month.

       How are 
     your Sweet 
Potatoes? Fertilize 
them to produce an 
abundant crop.

          Early 
           Control

for spidermites
works best. Try Neem 

Oil or Malathion.

  Did you know?
     Ornamental
 Sweet Potato vines 

produce edible 
tubers.

  Dead patches
    in your lawn

could be billbugs, 
chinch bugs, or water.

Find Out Which!

        Fertilize 
  Annual Flower
 gardens & Vegetable 
gardens regularly -

until October.

  Last  chance
 to plant Peas
Broccoli, & Cabbage 
for fall 
harvest.

Liquid Fence, 
   Milorganite, 

or Bloodmeal, may 
help keep Bambi out 

of your Gardens.

      Reduce 
   water to pink

Tomatoes in late 
summer to help them 

ripen faster.

   Control Spurge as 
soon as you first see it.
It is hard to kill later, 

when it starts to mature.
Too late to kill Crab-

grass, Dig it Out NOW.

  Fertilize your 
      Lawn with

IFA Spring 
& Summer

Lawn Fertilizer

     Are you still 
enjoying the deer 
inside your yard? Try 

Liquid Fence® 
or an Ultra Sonic Deer 

Chaser.

           Don’t 
   fertilize your  

perennial flowers
or  Roses any 
more this fall.

 Every Part 
of Squash Plants can 
be eaten, including 
flowers, leaves and 

tender shoots.

Average High  90°F
Average Low   60°F
Average Moisture .92”

Measurement Conversion
Area:  
Circle: 3.1416 x radius x 
radius
Rectangle: Length x 
Width

Measurement Conversion
Area:
Right Triangle: (Length 
x  Height) ÷ 2

Square: Width x Width

No life is without difficulties, No gardens are without weeds.



August Gardening Tips
August is often the 

continuation of hot and 
sultry days, the tradi-
tional “Dog Days of 
Summer”.  However, the flower season is 
in full bloom, and the harvest season has 
‘just begun’.

August also produces some of the driest 
weather of the year. Thunderstorms can 
frequently arrive in late afternoon, and 
after a few minutes, the sun returns and 
the humidity increases.

Although it is not as hot as July, the hot 
temperatures of August make it tough to 
spend much time working in your garden, 
so take advantage of any cooler days to 
work on your outdoor gardening projects. 

Watering can be the a problem this month, 
particularity when the weather is hot. Vege-
table and flower gardens need a consistent 
supply of water every week to keep them 
green and looking nice, about 1” per week. 

Try to water thoroughly, and deeply each 
time you water. When possible, water early 
in the morning, or later in the evening. 

Deep watering will encourage the 
plant’s roots to grow deeper into the soil, 
where they are less likely to dry out. Light, 
surface watering actually wastes water, 
because the water doesn’t reach the root 
zone of the plant, and the water evaporates 
from the top inch of soil. 

The best way to tell if your plants are 
receiving enough water is dig down a few 
inches as soon as you finish watering. The 
soil should be moist at least 3 or 4 inches 
deep to insure that the water is reaching 
the root zone of the plants. 

Be sure to check the hanging baskets and 
container  plants for water every day during 
hot weather. Don’t just check the surface. 
Push your finger an inch or two into the 

soil to be sure there is adequate moisture 
throughout the entire root area.  

Hanging Basket Tip: If your hanging 
baskets dry out too severely, the soil may 
shrink away from the pot. Then, when you 
water, all the water just runs out of the 
pot, without soaking into the soil. If your 
hanging basket dries out severely, set your 
plant in a bucket of water for an hour or 
two, so it can completely re-saturate the 
soil.  Don’t over-water them, just soak them 
so the soil stays uniformly moist. This also 
applies to any container gardens you may 
have on your deck or patio.

Fall blooming Crocus can be planted this 
month; both Colchicum and Saffron Crocus.

Spring flowering perennials can be 
divided and transplanted later this month.

Mid-summer Blossom Tip: Don’t 
be afraid to give your annual flowers a 
summer haircut. Cut them back by one 
half their height, then fertilize them with 
Blooming and Rooting Fertilizer once 
a week for the next three or four weeks. 
Your plants will respond with a surge of 
new growth, and produce an abundance 
of new flowers. You will definitely notice 
a difference in your flower garden.

Fertilize your roses for the last time 
this month. Prune your hybrid tea roses 
in mid-August to promote more fall blos-
soms. Roses need to slow their growth, 
starting in October, to prepare for winter.

Water your lawn 2” per week. Apply 
1/2” of water each time you water your 
lawn. Don’t water your lawn every day.

Don’t fertilize your lawn until later this 
month. If your lawn needs a boost, apply 
Ironite or Humic Acid. Fall is a great time 
to start to rejuvenate a struggling lawn.

Lawn insects and Lawn Diseases may be 
a problem this month. Be on the lookout.

Change and clean the water in your bird 

bath regularly, and keep it filled. Standing 
water is less healthy for the birds, and may 
become a breeding ground for mosquito 
larvae. Try feeding the birds with a new 
kind of wild bird food, to see if you can 
attract new species. Try dried cherries. 
You may have a cherry tree that you don’t 
know what to do with all the fruit. Pick the 
cherries and dehydrate them, to feed to the 
birds during the winter.

Refresh the water in your hummingbird 
feeder as often as necessary. Never use corn 
syrup, maple syrup, molasses, honey, arti-
ficial sweeteners, brown sugar or anything 
else. Use only white granulated table sugar.

The ideal location for a hummingbird 
feeder is close to a window in your house, 
so you can watch the hummingbirds when 
you are indoors. The feeder should also be 
hung in a shady spot if possible, to keep the 
nectar from spoiling as soon. Humming-
birds are most likely to spot feeders that 
are hung near plants that naturally attract 
butterflies and hummingbirds.

Now is the time to plant many of your 
fall and winter vegetables. Plant seeds of 
green onions, carrots, beets, lettuce, spin-
ach, radishes, Swiss chard, peas and turnips 
directly into the garden early this month. 
Plant transplants of broccoli, cauliflower, 
cabbage in your garden for fall harvest.

Continue to watch for insect and snail 
damage throughout the garden, and take 
the necessary steps to control the problem.

Prevent powdery mildew on squash, 
pumpkin, cucumber, and melon plants. It 
is hard to control once started.

Harvest crops on a regular basis, your 
neighbors will love your generosity - ex-
cept maybe Zucchini Squash???

Spray peach and walnut trees for the wal-
nut husk fly. Continue to spray peach, and 
all other stone fruits regularly, to protect 

them from peach tree borers.
Ease fruit loads on branches, and pre-

vent breakage, by propping the branches 
with supports. Preventing breakage is 
worth the effort to save your tree.

Weed control is very important, because 
with the warmer weather, and increased wa-
tering, weed seeds will germinate and grow 
faster, and mature to the point of producing 
more seeds very quickly. Take advantage of 
your spare time to keep the weeds cultivated 
out of all parts of the garden.

A weed is ‘Any Plant Growing In The 
Wrong Location’ including herbs, wild-
flowers and perennials.

A weed is but an Unloved Flower ~Ella 
Wheeler Wilcox

A weed is a plant that has mastered ev-
ery survival skill except for learning how 
to grow in rows. ~Doug Larson

A weed is simply a plant that wants to 
grow where people want something else.

Check houseplants for insects such as 
scales, aphids, and spider mites. Wash 
plants to remove dust layers on their leaves. 
Washing leaves also helps to eliminate 
spider mites, aphids, and mealybugs. 

Make sure your houseplants are prepared 
for your vacation and they will look great 
on your return. You may need to make 
arrangements to have someone water your 
houseplants while you are on vacation.  
Make a list to tell them ‘How’ and ‘When’.

Harvest crops on a regular basis to ex-
tend your season long production. Harvest 
leafy vegetables and herbs while they are 
still dew-covered in the morning, before 
noon, when temperatures begin to get hot, 
preferably on the day 
you plan to eat them.

Harves t  o the r s 
when they are dry, 
but still cool.
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Your lawn only 
needs 1.5” water 

per Week. Apply 1/2” 
of water each time 

you water.

Mow lawns
1.5” long until 

the final mowing of
the year, then mow it 

shorter for winter.

Apply Insect & 
Grub Killer to 

control Chinch bugs,  
Billbugs & other 

Lawn Grubs.

   Labor Day is the
    beginning of the
‘Fall Planting Season’. 

It is a great time to 
work in the yard. 

Plants love the weather

    Keep spraying 
     your Apple & 

Pear trees. 
You are al-

most finished.

Spurge & Oxalis 
   are a problem. 
Spray them now, but 
be sure prevent them 

next spring.

   Wait to plant fall 
 bulbs after the first 

frost, when the soil 
starts to cool down 
(60°F) Usually in 

October.

         The best
    time to plant

Garlic
is in the fall - 
next month.

        Harvest 
      cantaloupe 
when they smell extra 
sweet, or when the 
stem falls off easily.

              Last
         application

of Borer Killer
for Peach Tree

Borers.

    Don’t give up; 
      Insects and 
Diseases don’t. Learn 

when to spray, and 
what to use.

         Harvest 
       watermelons 

when you see Bee 
Stings, or when the 
stem falls off easily.

Fall is a Great 
Time to plant 

     Flowers, 
Trees, & 
Shrubs.

        Let your 
Amaryllis Bulb

die back. Take it
inside before frost. 
Let it rest a month.

Get a Jump on 
Spring. Divide 
and transplant your
Perennial Flowers 

this fall.

      Expect the 
      First Frost. 

Watch the 
weatherman for exact 

weather forecasts!

       Fall is a 
 GREAT TIME
        to work

Outside in Your
Garden!

After harvesting 
onions, let bulbs 

dry before putting 
in storage. Store in 

mesh bags.

Not All Bugs are Bad. 
Only 5% are harmful.

Don’t kill the Good 
Bugs just because you 
have a few bad ones!

Harvest grapes 
     after a light 

frost - it helps
increase 

their sweetness.

        The best 
        time to Plant 
Pansies is in the fall; 
Second best time is in 

the early-spring.

Apples & Pears
  will ripen soon. 

Don’t pick them too 
early. Use a fruit 

picker for those hard 
to reach apples!

  Plant Pansies
 Flowering Kale

& Snapdragons
this fall. They will 

look great all winter.

  Make sure you 
do not apply any 

pesticides during 
the heat of the day, or 

too close to the 
harvest time.

   The Pilgrims 
     buried a fish 

by their vegetables 
for fertilizer. Give it a 

Try next year!

    Cover your 
  plants at night 
 with a Garden Blan-

ket to extend your 
harvest season. 

 Harvest winter 
  squash any time

for eating, but wait 
until skin has hardened 
before picking to store.

   Pick apples 
    before they 
freeze, or, the apples 

will not store very 
long.

It is easier to kill
 many unwanted 

weeds in the fall than 
during the summer.  

Morning Glory, Clover, 
Dandelions, Oxalis.

  Harvest Pole
Beans regularly

for the maximum 
production.

Swiss Chard should 
be flourishing!

        Harvest 
 Peas, Broccoli, 

Lettuce, Spinach.
Harvesting into

November is possible.

  Paint or seal 
 outdoor Arbors, 
Furniture, Birdbaths 
and Fountains before 

winter.

Plant Flowering
   Cabbage and 
Kale this fall. Enjoy it 
All Winter and Early 

next Spring!

Don’t pick 
your pumpkin 

yet.   It’s too early!
Let the skin harden 
before harvesting.

Most popular 
US fruit. Tomato-  

60 million tons, Bananas-
44m tons, Apples-36m 

tons, Oranges-34m tons, 
Watermelon-22m tons.

  Golf Courses
  solve many lawn 
problems (insects & 
diseases) by adding 

new seed frequently!

Fall is the Best
    Time of the 

year to power rake 
and add new seed to 

your lawn.

Prevent Boxelder 
Bug ‘Family Re-
unions’ on your 

house with Soap & 
Water, or Bifenthrin.

   1.  Are you still fighting 
insect problems in your 
garden?    2. Can you 

tolerate some minor insect 
damage?    3.  Be sure to 
use the correct pesticide.

Average High  80°F
Average Low   50°F
Average Moisture .89”

Gardening adds years to your life, and life to your years.

Measurement Conversion
Volume
Pyramid: Length x width
x Height ÷ 3
Ball: (3.1416 x 4 x radius 
x radius x radius) ÷ 3

Measurement Conversion
Volume
Cylinder: 3.1416 x 
radius x radius x Height
Box: Length x Width x 
Height



September Gardening Tips 
September is a tran-

sitional month between 
summer and fall. While 
there are plenty of hot 
and humid days still 
ahead, the temperatures are slowly return-
ing to more comfortable daytime levels. 
More often than not, gardening activities 
start to pick up as the weather mellows and 
moderates. The welcome rains return, and 
once-browned lawns start to resume new 
growth with a lush-green appearance.

As the summer season winds down to 
fall, it is time to clean up the garden and 
plan for next spring. Reduce water to trees 
and shrubs, allowing them to harden off 
before winter sets in, but do not let them 
dry out before the cold weather arrives. 

Remove unwanted vegetables and flow-
ers and compost them, unless you had any 
plant disease problems. Send all diseased 
plants to the recycle yard. 

Keep after the weeds and the snails!
Think about the spring blooming bulbs 

that you want to plant this fall. You can pick 
them out, but do not plant them until after 
the first frost. Wait until after the soil tem-
perature drops below 50°F. to plant spring 
flowering bulbs, such as tulips, daffodils, 
hyacinths, allium, fritallaria, dwarf irises, 
anemone, and crocus. 

Pansies, flowering Kale, flowering 
Cabbage, fall Asters and fall Mums may 
be planted now, to give a little color to the 
garden when the summer flowers start to 
fade away. Pansies, flowering Cabbage 
and Kale will remain colorful through the 
winter and early in the spring.

As the weather cools, perennials, which 
have overgrown their space, or have be-
come crowded, should be dug and divided, 
or moved to a new area of the garden. 

New, or replacement perennials, can still 
be planted this month.

Tender ‘bulbs’ (Gladiola, Dahlia,Canna, 
Calla Lily) should be dug up after the first 
frost and stored in a cool, dark area. After 
their foliage turns yellow, dig them up and 
cut off the leaves. Let them air dry before 
storing them for winter. 

Dig, divide, or plant peonies. Peonies 
only need to be divided every 10 to 15 
years. If your peonies don’t bloom, dig 
them up to make sure they are not planted 
too deeply. Examine the tubers for insect 
or disease problems, and then replant them 
at the proper depth.

Fall is a great time to select and plant 
trees and shrubs. Fall planting encourages 
good root development, allowing the plants 
to get established before spring. 

Harvesting fruits and vegetables is the 
best part of growing them. Enjoy the fall 
harvest and share your abundance of herbs, 
squash and tomatoes with family, friends 
and neighbors. 

Fruits and vegetables should be checked 
regularly for ripeness. A little practice and 
experience will tell you when your produce 
is at it’s peak of flavor, and that is when it 
should be harvested.

Harvest leafy herbs and vegetables early  
morning, while still covered with dew. 
Pick, peas, green beans, cucumbers, toma-
toes, squash, peppers, eggplant and melons 
early morning, after the morning dew has 
dried. Pick other garden vegetables in the 
cooler parts of the day, before 9 am or after 
5 pm. Avoid picking any vegetables during 
the hot hours because the heat of the day 
will turn them limp or mushy very quickly.

Some root crops, such as carrots, onions, 
and parsnips can be left in the ground and 
dug up as needed; just apply enough straw, 
or mulch, to keep the ground from freezing. 

These vegetables will stay fresh until they 
are harvested all winter. A root cellar is 
another excellent way to store fresh vege-
tables and fruits during the winter.

Harvest pumpkins when the flesh is 
completely orange and ‘tough’. Avoid 
carrying them by the stem. Harvest winter 
squash to eat - anytime when it has good 
color and size. Harvest winter squash for 
storage - when the rind is hard enough not 
to puncture with a fingernail.

Herb plants can be dug from garden and 
placed in pots for indoor use this winter. 
Make sure you check for insects before 
taking them inside. They need good light.

As the temperature begins to drop you 
only need to water your lawn 1.5 inches 
per week, again 1/2” each time you water. 
Fertilize your lawn with a fall fertilizer. An 
application of Humic Acid on the lawn can 
also be benefical in the fall.

Spray lawns to control oxalis, spurge, 
dandelions, clover and morning glory; 
don’t let them produce seeds.

September is one of the best months of 
the entire year for seeding or sodding new 
lawns; even through mid-October.

If the lawn needs rejuvenating, it can be 
done during the early part of fall. Rake, or 
de-thatch your lawn, and then over-seed 
with fresh seed, to help fill in any bare 
spots, to crowd out weeds, and to help 
revive a struggling lawn.

Snails do not die in the winter, they hi-
bernate until spring. The more snails you 
eliminate this fall, the fewer you will have 
to deal with next spring.

Pot some spring flowering bulbs for 
indoor color during the winter. Store the 
pots in a cool, dark place, until new growth 
emerges from the soil, and then move them 
to a bright window.

Bring houseplants inside before tem-

peratures drop into the fifties. Clean 
and wash all plants before moving them 
indoors, to reduce insects. Fertilize house-
plants less during the winter. 

Gradually stop watering your Amaryllis 
until the leaves die. After the leaves die, cut 
off the dead leaves, remove the soil from 
the roots, and store the Amaryllis bulb in 
a cool, dark area for 6 to 8 weeks before 
re potting it.

Clean up garden areas to reduce insects 
and disease as plants die back for winter. 
Rake up fallen leaves and compost them. 
Do not compost walnut leaves, they are bad 
for the soil. Pine needles, in moderation, 
are great to break up hard, compacted soil.

Stop fertilizing your trees and flowering 
shrubs in August, to allow the plant to 
harden off before winter. Other areas of 
the country, especially California and the 
South, promote fertilizing trees in the fall. 
However, in Utah, we recommend early 
spring fertilizing, not fall fertilizing.

Avoid pruning spring flowering shrubs, 
such as lilac, wisteria, quince, and forsyth-
ia, to ensure plenty of spring flowers.

Harvest Early, Harvest Correctly, and 
Harvest Often.

For leaves, stems and some root crops, 
you want to pick them early – while they’re 
still at their most tender state. Ever eat 
woody asparagus? It’s ripe, but it’s so much 
tastier when picked while it’s young.

For vegetables where the “fruit” or 
“seed-bearing” part of the plant is what 
you’re eating — tomatoes or peppers — 
the opposite is true. A tomato may be 
ready, even red, but 
it tastes a lot better 
when it’s picked 
as ripe as possible, 
and eaten straight 
from the vine.
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Water lawns 1” to
 1.5” each week, 
according to weather.
Irrigation water will 

be shut off Oct 15.

Fall is a good time 
to control weeds: 

Dandelions, Clover,  
Oxalis, & 

Morning Glory.

Don’t water 
houseplants by 

the calendar.  Always 
check the soil 
moisture first.

Bring your
Houseplants inside
 before frost. Watch 

for any uninvited 
guests on their leaves.

      Spray your 
    houseplants at 
least twice, for insects, 
before Bringing them 

back inside.

     Plant Garlic
       this fall for 

early summer
harvest & use.

Many Varieties Available

You can still 
Plant Perennials
 Peony, Iris, Daylily,  

Hosta, Mums, Asters,
& Pansies.

Plant:  Anemone, 
Scilla, Muscari, 

Allium Galanthus, 
Dutch Iris, Fritillaria, 

Mini-daffodils, 
Hyacinths, &  Pansies.

     Many fall 
     blooming 

perennials available: 
Mums, Asters, Sedum 
Helenium, Plumbago,  
Coreopsis, Helianthus

   Reduce water
     to roses now.

It helps prepare
plants for Winter.

Stop Deadheading.

    Fall Color?
   An Early Frost 
helps produce more 

brilliant shades of the 
reds & purples.

     Cactus and 
Succulents are fun 
to grow and are easy to
       care for. Remember 
            to neglect them!

     Change your 
  Sprinkler Clock.

Reduce watering
your lawn to
1” per week.

Irrigation Water
      is turned off 

Oct 15. Winterize 
your sprinkling 

system before frost.

      Don’t give 
     up Weeding.

Weed seeds can still
germinate for 
years to come!

Watch the Weather. 
Water your lawns, 
shrubs, flowers & 
trees if weather is 

Hot, Windy or Dry.

Spray for
  Boxelder Bugs

& Spiders
regularly with 

Bifenthrin or Eight.

    Water lawns, 
  flowers, Trees,
& Shrubs sparingly, 
but do not let them 
dry out before winter.

Discard ‘Florist’
Chrysanthemums

after they bloom. 
They will not grow 

well in your gardens.

Plant ‘Garden’
Chrysanthemums

and Asters. You can 
enjoy them every fall 

in your gardens.

       Control
Morning Glory

Now!  You may be 
able to actually kill it 

this time of year.

Harvest 
  Pears 

when they just start 
to drop. Store dark & 
cool until they ripen.

  Harvest Winter 
  Pears in the fall.
  Winter Pears ripen 
in storage during the 

Winter.

       Winter Feed 
your lawn now. 
Use IFA Fall & 
Winter Lawn 

Fertilizer.

     Harvest 
   Apples 
before they Freeze 
Harvest Grapes 

after a light frost.

    Deer do not 
     eat Daffodils 
or Hyacinths. Try some 
of these for beautiful, 
deer-free flowers.

     Continue 
     harvesting  
your fall crop of Peas

& Broccoli until
Thanksgiving?

  Don’t prune
     ornamental

grasses until next
   spring - Enjoy their 

beauty all Winter!

     Let your 
Amaryllis bulb
rest one month. Then 

repot it with Black 
Gold Potting Soil.

       Control 
      Coryneum 
Blight on Peach, Apricot, 
Cherry& Nectarine. 
Repeat next March.

Roto-till in fall to 
eliminate Weeds, 

Insects &Diseases. 
You can also plant 
earlier next Spring.

Limit Light to
your Poinsettia,

so it will bloom by
Christmas. Water & 
Fertilize regularly.

        Pick Green   
         Tomatoes 

before a hard frost 
& store them inside 

to ripen.

  Prevent Vole 
   Damage this 

winter with Mole 
Max repellent. Apply 
just before snowfall.

Extend your 
harvest season 

with a ‘Frost Blanket’. 
Harvest sweet potatoes 

before a hard frost.

Don’t compost
 diseased plants.

Send them to the 
dump for green 

waste.

Vegetables that Freeze 
well: broccoli, carrots, 
peas, potatoes, corn, 

squash, peppers, 
green beens, spinach, 

tomatoes.

Blanching: Put in 
boiling water for 3 

minutes then place in 
ice water for 3 minutes. 

Dry, then cut and 
freeze.

Average High 67°F
Average Low   39°F
Average Moisture 1.14”

Measurement Conversion
Pond Volume
Flow Rate (gal per minute) 
x Minutes (to fill pond)  = 
Volume (Total Gallons In 
Pond)

Measurement Conversion
Pond Volume Round Pond: 
3.1416 x Radius x Radius 
x Depth x 7.5 
= Gallons In Pond

Measurement Conversion
1 cubic foot = 7.5 gallons
Pond Volume Square Pond: 
Length x Width x Depth x 
7.5  = Gallons In Pond

A Weed Has mastered every survival skill except learning how to grow in rows.



October Gardening Tips
October is the average 

time for our first killing 
frost. For a short time 
after the frosts, and before 
first really cold weather of 
the season sets in, we can 
enjoy the brief and lovely Indian Summer 
weather. 

October is a busy time for gardeners, 
and it’s great to get out in the garden when 
the weather is so wonderful. It is a time of 
fall planting, winter preparation, and yard 
cleaning chores.

Fall is the time to begin getting the gar-
den ready for winter, so whatever you can 
accomplish in the garden this month will 
definitely help cut down on work for the 
rest of the fall and winter. Plus, it is great to 
accomplish these tasks while the weather is 
still reasonably warm. 

Planting, transplanting, watering, planting 
spring bulbs, and snail control head the list 
of October gardening projects. 

Plant spring flowering bulbs, such as tulips, 
daffodils, and crocus, for a splash of early 
season color. Wait until the soil temperature 
drops below 50°F. to actually plant the bulbs. 
Other spring blooming bulbs you may con-
sider are: anemone, scilla, fritallaria, allium, 
muscari, dutch iris, miniature, iris, miniature 
daffodils, snowdrops, and ranunculus.

Remove dead annuals from the garden. 
Do not leave them for spring cleanup. Con-
tinue to watch for insect, or disease damage 
throughout the garden, and take the necessary 
steps to control the problem. Many insects 
do not die in the winter, they just hibernate 
until next spring.

Gladiolas, Caladiums, Cannas, Calla Lily, 
Dahlias and other tender bulbs should be 
dug before the ground freezes, and stored in 
a cool, dark area. Dahlia and Begonia tubers 
should be stored in a box of slightly moist 
peat moss. Gladiola corms can be stored in a 

cardboard boxes without additional packing.
Pot bulbs in the fall for indoor flowers in 

the winter. Learn about the required steps to 
have tulips or daffodils bloom inside your 
home in February and March.

Collect and save seeds of vegetables and 
flowers to use next spring. Store unused seeds 
in a cool, dry location. 

There is still time to set out pansies, 
flowering Kale, flowering Cabbage, and fall 
mums. Keep a little color in your gardens for 
as long as possible.

Plant garlic cloves for next summer’s 
harvest. Fall planting gets a jump on spring 
conditions.

Watch your thermometer on colder nights. 
A windless, cold, clear night usually means a 
killing frost. Covering tomatoes and tender 
vegetables at night, with a frost blanket, can 
extend your fall harvest 2 to 4 weeks if you 
are lucky.

You can keep your Chrysanthemums and 
Asters blooming for quite a while longer 
if you take the time to provide a little frost 
protection for them. A small, frame covered 
with an old bed sheet, placed over your plants 
on frosty nights, can add a month, or more, 
of garden blooms. Don’t forget to remove the 
cover each morning.

Harvest mature, green tomatoes before 
frost and let them ripen indoors in the dark. 
It takes a green mature tomato about 14 days 
to ripen at 70°, or up to 28 days at 55°.  Enjoy 
fresh tomatoes for Thanksgiving.

Harvest all pears when they first start to 
drop. Store them in a cool, dark location until 
they ripen. Winter pears do not ripen until 
December or January.

Continue to harvest apples. Pick up and 
discard fallen fruit to reduce disease next 
year. Fallen fruit is also a food source that 
attracts unwanted animals and deer in the 
winter; remove it to help reduce deer damage. 
Do not store bruised fruit; use it first.

Harvesting fruits and vegetables is the best 

part of growing them. You may have grown 
much more than your family can consume. 
Share the abundance of squash and tomatoes 
with friends and neighbors. 

The time of day you pick your vegetables 
affects the taste and keeping quality of the 
crop. Vegetables harvested in the morning 
generally are sweeter, crispier, and juicier 
than those picked at other times. As they rest 
in the garden overnight, vegetables replenish 
the moisture lost during the day. Sweeter 
vegetables use the nighttime hours to make 
sugars from the starches they produced 
during the day.

Although most fruits and vegetables are 
best when eaten fresh, you can extend the 
season by freezing, drying, canning, or by one 
of 4 storage methods; counter top, in-ground, 
root cellar, or refrigerated.

Some Vegetables that Freeze well are 
broccoli, carrots, peas potatoes, corn, squash, 
peppers, green beens, spinach, tomatoes.

Firm Vegetables should be Blanched first. 
Blanching: Put in boiling water for 3 minutes 
then place in ice water for 3 minutes. Dry, 
then cut and freeze.

Some root crops, such as carrots, onions, 
and parsnips can be left in the ground and 
dug up as needed. After killing frosts, apply 
enough mulch to keep the ground from freez-
ing solid, and the crop will be kept fresh until 
it is harvested.

Cut back raspberry canes that have grown 
too long, to prevent damage caused by snow 
or winter winds.

You only need to water lawns with 1” of 
water each week; again 1/2” of water each 
time you water. By mid October, your lawn 
should not need any extra water, and it should 
start going dormant for the winter. If needed, 
only water dry spots, not the entire lawn.

A winter lawn fertilizer, applied in the 
late-fall, encourages root growth, increases 
winter hardiness, and promotes quick green 
up in the spring. 

Rake up fallen leaves from your lawn each 
week instead of leaving the job until all the 
leaves have fallen. In fall, lawn grass still 
needs sunlight as it is creating sugars to store 
in its root system for good growth next spring. 
Leaving the leaves on top of the lawn can 
smother the grass, and weaken it. 

Keep mowing the lawn as long as your grass 
is still growing. Control lawn weeds: October 
is the most effective time of the year for this 
job; especially controlling morning glory; both 
in the lawn and in the gardens.

Avoid pruning spring flowering shrubs 
and trees, such as wisteria, flowering cherry, 
lilac, quince, and forsythia to ensure plenty 
of spring flowers.

Continue to water your plants, especially 
your newly planted ones, and your ever-
greens, especially if it isn’t raining enough. 
Going into the winter well hydrated will help 
keep your plants thriving. 

The longer your house plants are allowed 
to remain outside in the fall, the more shock 
they will go through when they are finally 
moved indoors. If you haven’t brought them 
in yet, do it now. Watch for insect or disease 
damage, and take the necessary precautions 
to control the problem.

Wrap the trunks of young, thin-barked 
trees (maples, aspen, ash) with paper tree 
wrap late in the month to prevent sun-scald. 
Remove in April. Wrap new trees 2-3 years 
in a row, until the outer bark has thickened.

The birds will soon begin migrating. Give 
them some food for their long journey. You 
may persuade a few of them to stick around 
for the winter, if they know they have a re-
liable food source. Once you start feeding 
the birds, make sure you keep a consistent 
supply of food available 
all winter long.
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One of the best ways to 
attract wild birds in the 
winter is to have fresh, 
unfrozen water. Birds 
will find water before 

they look for food.

   It’s time to add 
   mulch and roto-
till your gardens. 
Get a jump on Spring 

by starting Now.

          You can 
   still plant spring 

flowering bulbs 
until the ground 

freezes solid.

       Don’t water
     houseplants as 
much in the winter.  
Many may need extra 
light in the winter. Try 
using a Grow Light.

   Try an indoor 
 herb garden. You 

may have to start 
them from seeds this 

time of year.

            Treat  
          Houseplants
        for mealy bugs, 

aphids, 
& fungus gnats.

 Water  shrubs
when necessary.

Newly planted
shrubs are critical to
 keep moist during 

the first winter.

  Prune & Tie up 
shrubs to prevent

Winter Breakage.
Fact: Rumor has it that 
a snail can sleep up to 3 

years and not die.

  Add Gasoline
      Stabilizer to 

lawnmowers and 
string trimmers
before winter.

  Mom 
    would 
      love a new 
     Houseplant  
     this Winter. 

      Christmas 
     Cactus need 

less water and cool 
temperatures

to bloom.

    Spray Wilt Pruf 
when temp is above 
40°F.  Rosemary, Sage, 
Oregano, Thyme and 

Marjoram belong to the 
Mint family.

    Spray  Laurel, 
   Rhododendron,  

Holly, Boxwood, & 
other evergreens with 

Wilt Pruf.

   Stop feeding 
  pond fish when 

water temp is 50°F.
Clean pond for 

winter.

      Wait to add
Mulch to tender

shrubs & roses
until after the 

ground freezes lightly.

         Bake 
    Wild Bird 
Seed at 120° F. for 1 
hour to prevent seed 
germination next year

Wild bird Feeders are 
fun & educational. 
Birdbaths provide 

water for birds to drink 
& bathe in all winter! 

Suet, Peanuts, & Black 
Oil Sunflower Seeds 
are a source of high 

energy food for birds! 
They’re high in fat and 

protein.

Many shrubs provide 
seeds, nectar, berries, 

and insects for birds, as 
well as shelter, nesting 
sites, and nest building 

materials!

Keep
   Poinsettias

       out of Drafts, and 
away from heat vents 

and doorways.

    Refrigerate
    pots of tulip
bulbs for 6 to 8 weeks 
to make them bloom 

inside this winter.

            Start 
       paperwhite 

bulbs in pots of 
gravel, to give as 

gifts in December.

        If your
Amaryllis bulb 

is smaller now than 
last spring, it may not 

bloom.

  Pick out your
 34cm to 40cm 
size Amaryllis Bulbs. 
The bigger the bulb, 

the more flowers!

          Prune
   Raspberries & 

Roses for winter.
Ask for a Free
pruning guide.

Consider a live 
Christmas Tree 

this year to plant  
outside after 
Christmas. 

          Wild Bird 
           Seed Bells 
           are great gifts  
for your friends and 

neighbors.

       Buy a New
       Poinsettia? 

How is the one you 
still have growing in 

your closet?

  Plant a pot of 
      Paperwhite 

bulbs every 
2 weeks for 

flowers all winter.

       Winterize 
          cement 
fountains, statues & 
benches to prevent 

breakage.

     Clean and
       Oil tools
before storing them

 for winter.
Use Gas Stabilizer.

Feed Wild Birds 
high quality food. 
A good rule of thumb is 
“The cheaper the seed, 
the more waste is left.” 

Try feeding Suet.

Prevent 
Voles from

Tunneling in your 
Lawn with Mole Max 

Granules.

Did you 
forget to plant 

your Tulips, Crocus, 
and Daffodils? 

Plant them Now!

     Make sure 
       leaves are 
removed from lawns. 
Fertilize your lawn 

now, if you didn’t do 
it in October.

    Plant a pot 
     of Tulips or 

Daffodils to 
bloom inside this 

winter. Learn How.  

     Tip: Change 
     Smoke Alarm 

Batteries when 
Daylight Savings Time 

Ends Every Fall.

    Spread wood 
     ashes evenly 
on vegetable garden. 
Don’t use cardboard, 

plastic, or particle 
board ashes.

     Buy An
        Extra
   Snow Shovel,

You will need
them soon.

Average High 50°F
Average Low  29°F
Average Moisture 1.22”

Kind Hearts are the Garden, Kind Thoughts are the Roots, Kind Words are the Flowers, Kind Deeds are the Fruits.

Measurement Conversion
1 gram = .0353 ounce
1 ounce = 28.35 grams
1 pound = .454 kilograms
1 kilogram = 2.2 pounds

Measurement Conversion
1 teaspoon = 5 milliliters
1 quart = .946 liters
1 liter = 1.06 quart
1 liter = .264 gallon
1 gallon = 3.79 liters



November Gardening Tips
November sees the last 

days of Autumn. Unfor-
tunately, most flowers and 
vegetables have either be-
gun their winter dormancy, 
or they have been relegated to the compost 
bin. The garden can still have colorful flow-
ers to enjoy if you planted your pansies and 
flowering Kale earlier this fall. 

Most of the leaves are down, most of 
the perennials and roses have finished 
blooming. Chilly days and cold nights are 
common. Hopefully, rainy or snowy days 
are plentiful. Nature has a way of slowly 
putting things to rest for a long winter nap. 

It’s cold, it’s wet and it’s nasty out, and 
the last thing on your mind is gardening. 
It’s really hard to do much of anything 
outdoors, but there are a few tasks and 
chores which you could do on a day when 
the weather is warm and sunny. Take ad-
vantage of the few remaining balmy days 
to finish winterizing the garden and finalize 
your remaining gardening projects. 

Good winter care starts with thorough 
watering in the fall. When the garden 
season draws to a close, it is tempting to 
just forget about your plants. However you 
should continue to water all woody plants - 
especially newly planted trees and shrubs, 
and all evergreens in the fall. Be extra 
watchful for plants under decks, balconies 
or large trees, which do not receive the 
natural moisture. You may need to water 
them, or shovel snow on them, during the 
winter to keep them moist. (During a wet 
fall, you can relax.) 

Prune roses, after they are completely 
dormant, just enough to prevent snow 
damage during the winter. Wait to cut roses 
back severely next spring.  

After a hard frost, hill up tender plants, 

such as hydrangeas and roses, with leaves, 
mulch, or soil, for winter protection. Wait 
until the ground freezes to add the mulch 
or leaves. Use soil from other parts of the 
garden. Don’t damage the roots by digging 
around the base of the plants. 

Cut back many perennial flowers once 
they have begun to die back. Don’t trim 
ornamental grasses. They can add variety 
to the yard, and Birds love them during the 
winter. You can continue to transplant your 
perennials throughout the fall and early-win-
ter, until the ground freezes.

Tulip bulbs may still be planted in the ear-
ly part of November - the sooner the better 
now. Try planting some in pots for forcing 
into bloom during the winter. Put the pots 
in a shed, or next to the house to provide 
cold temperatures, but still give them some 
protection. Learn the steps to force bulbs 
and you can have them blooming indoors 
during February, March, and April.

Paperwhite bulbs don’t need a cold treat-
ment to bloom. Just plant them in a pot with 
gravel. Put the bulbs in a cool area (35 to 50 
F) until the shoots begin to grow. Once the 
shoots are 2” tall, move them into an area 
to watch them grow and bloom. 

Remove frost-killed annuals and vege-
tables. Roto-till gardens and add organic 
matter to improve the soil. By preparing 
your soil in the fall, you can plant earlier in 
the spring, and you help to eliminate many 
unwanted insects and diseases.

November is a good time to transplant 
most trees and shrubs. At this time of the 
year, most plants are dormant. They can 
be safely dug and replanted. The key to 
transplanting is to dig a large root ball (get 
as much of the root system as is possible). 
Equally important, is getting the plant back 
into the soil as quickly as possible, to keep 
the roots from drying out, and WATER it. 

As soon as the leaves fall from fruit trees, 
shade or flowering trees, raspberries and 
other deciduous plants, the plants can be 
sprayed with a dormant spray. This spray 
helps control over-wintering insects and 
diseases. Peach and nectarine trees need a 
fungicide to control coryneum blight, while 
apple trees and willow trees may benefit 
from a insecticide to control aphids. 

Prune your hedges one last time to shape 
them for winter; nothing major, just a trim.

Spray Wilt Prufe on all broadleaf ever-
greens to help prevent dehydration during 
the cold winter weather. Spray when the 
temperature is above 40° F. and the spray 
has time to dry before it freezes.

 Remove all raspberry canes that are 
more than 2 years old. Trim the younger 
canes just enough so the snow will not 
break them.

Furnaces dries the air out in your home 
considerably. Help your houseplants sur-
vive by misting them often, or by placing 
the pots on a saucer filled with pebbles and   
water, to give extra humidity and moisture.

Stop feeding pond fish when the water 
temperature drops below 50 degrees F. 
Set hardy pond plants in the bottom of the 
pond, and remove all debris, to help pre-
vent toxic gases during the winter.

Drain your hoses and put them away so 
they don’t freeze and burst.

Clean and oil your garden tools for winter 
storage. When you have finished your last 
mowing of the year, make sure that your 
lawnmower is properly cleaned and stored. 
Run it until it is out of fuel. Old gas can turn 
to varnish, and damage the carburetor. If fuel 
is to remain in any power equipment, add 
fuel stabilizer to the gasoline. 

Prevent frost cracks on thin-barked trees, 
such as maples and fruit trees, by wrapping 
trunks with tree wrap, or by painting them 

with white latex paint.
Most winter damage to plants doesn’t 

actually come from cold, but from the 
drying effects of late-winter sun and wind. 
With the soil frozen hard, plant roots can’t 
take up water to replace moisture losses 
from transpiration, and, as a result, dehy-
dration can cause browning or burning of 
foliage. Spray plants with an anti-dessicant 
to prevent this type of winter injury.

Protect ornamental and fruit trees and 
young plants from deer damage by wrap-
ping or enclosing them with a wire screen. 
Learn more about Deer Proofing your yard.

If you haven’t already applied a fall or 
winter lawn fertilizer, now is the time to do 
it. This encourages good root development, 
and it helps improve the color of the lawn.

Give your lawn a good raking to lift 
away accumulations of debris. Keep leaves 
raked from the lawn. They can be compost-
ed for use in the garden next spring.

If snowmold has been a problem in 
previous years, mow the lawn as short as 
possible in the fall and remove all leaves. 
Learn how to lessen the effects next spring.

Apply mulch around tender plants. Wait 
until the ground freezes before adding 
mulch. If the ground is too warm, the 
plants will not completely harden off for 
the winter.

Wildbirds will soon begin migrating. 
Give them some food for their long jour-
ney. You may persuade a few of them to 
stick around for the winter, if they know 
they have a reliable food source. Once you 
start feeding the birds, make sure you keep 
a consistent supply of food available all 
winter long. Do not feed birds 
breads,  salty foods, or 
sugary snacks. Most 
human food is un-
healthy for birds. 
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Buy a Potted
Christmas

Tree and plant
it in the yard

after Christmas.

Pick out your
Fresh-Cut

Christmas Tree
Early. Store it

Outside in the Shade.

        Cut  1” off 
of your Christmas

Tree’s trunk when
you take it inside
& put it in water.

Spray 
  Christmas Trees
    with Wilt Pruf.

They will stay 
fresher,  longer.

Protect  Poinsettias 
from cold temp. and 
wind!  A large shopping 
bag will provide 
adequate protection 
until you get it home!

   Rake leaves from 
    the lawn to help 

prevent snowmold 
Apply a fungicide if the 
lawn had snowmold in 

previous years.

   Amaryllis 
   Bulbs make 

Great Gifts.  Select 
Yours Early! Bigger 

Bulbs = More Flowers

  Garden Tools
  and Giftcards

make great
Gifts any time

of the year.

       Check  
Poinsettias & 

other house 
plants for 
fungus gnats

  Furnaces dry 
out houseplants.
Mist plants regularly. 
Turn plants 1/4 turn 

every 2 weeks.

     Reduce water 
   and fertilizer for 

houseplants in the 
winter. Protect 

houseplants from cold 
during transit.

    How about a 
          Houseplant, 
instead of Candy, for

your Friends and 
Neighbors?

       Protect your 
  potted Christmas

Tree for 2 weeks 
when you put it back 

outside.

     Potted,  Live
  Christmas Trees

should only
be kept inside
7 to 14 days

Prevent 
Voles from

tunneling in your 
Lawn with ‘Mole Go’
‘Castor Oil’ Granules.

 Clean & Paint 
Wood Handled 
tools with Linseed oil

during the winter.
They last longer.

  Fresh, 
 Unfrozen 
Water is the best 
way to attract birds 
during the winter.

  Don’t use salt 
    on sidewalks.  

It may damage the 
concrete and harm 

your plants.  

Don’t use 
ammonium sulfate 
on cement.  It may 

damage the concrete 
more than salt.

          Plan 
     Next Year’s 

Garden Now.  
Spring is only 

10 to 12 weeks away.

Keep Fresh, 
Unfrozen Water 

Available for all your 
pets and animals

all Winter.

Tis the Season
       to enjoy -

Indoor Gardening, 
Houseplants, or 
Hydroponics.

  Enjoy  your
     Amaryllis,

it should be
blooming soon. Be 
sure to Fertilize it.

  Garden Seeds,
    Gloves, Hats,

Kneepads, 
and Gardening Tools 

make Great Gifts.

        Make a 
      Grapevine 

Wreath from your 
own grape vines.

        Separate 
sunflower seeds 

from wild bird 
seed to help 

prevent waste.

         Feed the
       Birds with 

Suet, Nyjer, or with 
Birdseed Bells.

Remember Fresh Water

Spread Fireplace
Ash Sparingly on 
Lawns or Gardens. Do 
Not Use if Burned: Plas-
tic, Plywood, Cardboard, 
Painted or Treated wood.

   Garden Tip:  
   Learn about
‘Crop Rotation’

&  ‘Companion  
Planting’ this winter.

          Potted 
       Paperwhite 
Bulbs can be Blooming 
Now. Plant some now 
for Valentines Day.

  ‘Xeriscaping’
does not mean

‘Zero Scaping’. 
Many options are 

available.

       How well 
        did your 
     garden row? 

Check your Garden 
Diary this winter!

‘Liquid Fence®’
Deer Repellent may 

help keep Bambi 
away from  your 

plants this winter.

 Don’t forget to 
   plant a pot of

paperwhite bulbs 
now for winter 

blossoms. Inside!

    Many new
     Hydrangea 

varieties bloom all 
summer, and have 

blossoms every year.

Did You Know?
     Houseplants 

can help clean 
the air 

inside your home.

        Try 
    ‘Something
New’ next year! How 
about a new flower, 
vegetable, or shrub?

   Is a Small 
  Yard limiting
your gardening? You 
can plant several fruit 
trees in the same hole.

      Tie limbs 
    of columnar 

evergreens to keep 
narrow & prevent 

snow breakage.

Measurement Conversion
Giga = 1,000,000,000
Mega = 1,000,000
Kilo = 1,000
Hecto = 100

Average High  37°F
Average Low   27°F
Average Moisture 1.37”

The gardening season officially begins January 1 and ends December 31~Author Unknown   

Measurement Conversion
Deka = 10
Deci = 1/10 = .1
Centi = 1/100 = .01
Milli = 1/1,000 = .001



December Gardening Tips
December is a festive 

season. It is a busy time 
for all: shopping, deco-
rating, and entertaining. 
All take top priority this 
month. Fall officially 
changes to winter this month, but with the 
winter holidays, one hardly notices the 
official passage into winter. By now, plant-
ing chores and winter prep are completed 
in the yard, so enjoy this month’s indoor 
activities.. 

Many of your leftover chores are hold-
overs from last month’s list. Yet, there are 
still a few more projects you can continue 
to do inside the home, around the yard, and 
out in the garden this month:

If your roses aren’t protected yet, do so 
as soon as possible. 

Spray an anti-desiccant (Wilt Prufe) on 
all tender plants and evergreens; make sure 
the daytime temps are above 40°, and the 
spray has time to dry before it freezes.

 Water houseplants with tepid water. 
Cold tap water may shock plants. Don’t use 
softwater, and let the water sit 24 hours to 
remove chlorine and fluoride.

Move houseplants closer to windows, or 
to sunnier exposures, if plants are dropping 
leaves. Don’t allow the leaves to touch the 
glass because they will freeze if too cold.

Purchase Christmas Cactus, Kalanchoes, 
Cyclamens, Amaryllis, or Poinsettias to 
make your home more festive. Make sure 
these plants are well protected  before leav-
ing the store for the trip home. Houseplants 
can die from the cold temperature they 
endure, either from the store to your car, or 
from your car to your front door.

Be sure to remove any foil wraps on the 
containers. These festive wraps can hold 
water in the pots, which might cause the 

plants to rot from excess moisture. When 
you water your plants, add enough water 
that fills its saucer about half full. Let 
the plant sit in the saucer for an hour and 
then discard any remaining water. Buy a 
Moisture Meter to help you know when 
the soil is dry.

Houseplants can suffer from lack of 
humidity. Growing plants on ‘pebble-filled 
saucers’ can help maintain humidity around 
plants. Set plants on the pebbles, and keep 
the saucer filled with water just below the top 
of the pebbles. Replace the water monthly.

Glossy leaved house plants such as 
Philodendrons, Rubber plants, and Palms 
should be sponged off periodically with a 
soft, damp cloth, to allow them to breathe.

Plants which have fuzzy, textured, or 
other non-glossy type leaves should be set 
in the sink and sprayed gently with room 
temperature water, until the dust is cleaned 
away. Allow the foliage to dry completely.

 Monitor your houseplants for insects 
very carefully. Any eggs, or insects that are 
left over from summer, will become very 
prolific in just a few weeks. Watch for the 
pesky fungus gnats. They can come home 
on a poinsettia, an amaryllis, or on almost 
any other plant. Fungus gnats are one of 
the most annoying plant pests, however, 
they cause very little damage to the plant. 

Buy some amaryllis bulbs to grow on 
a table, or in the windowsill. These bulbs 
are easy to maintain, and are fun to grow 
from year to year. - The size of your bulb 
will determine how many flowers it should 
produce. 26cm bulbs generally have one 
or two flower stalks, with 3 to 5 blossoms 
on each stalk.  34 cm bulbs generally have 
two or three flower stalks, with 3 to 5 blos-
soms on each stalk. 40 cm bulbs generally 
have two to five flower stalks, with 3 to 5 
blossoms on each stalk. 

Check on your potted hyacinth, daffodil, 
or tulip bulbs. Make sure they are moist, and 
in a cold, dark area until they have estab-
lished their root systems (usually 8 weeks). 
When they have filled their containers with 
roots, and when new growth begins, bring 
them out into a cool room. Watch them 
bloom during the middle of winter. 

Poinsettias prefer to be kept on the cool 
side, 65-70° during the day and 55-60° at 
night. Keep them in bright, natural light 
whenever possible. Keep them away from 
heat sources, and from cold drafts. Be sure 
to water them consistently; before they 
become dry. Never allow them to stand in 
water for more than an hour. If you want 
to keep them past the Christmas season, 
be sure to fertilize them regularly with 
Blooming and Rooting Fertilizer.

Plants which are growing beneath large 
evergreens, or underneath the eaves of the 
house, may be dry this time of year. Water 
outside plants when the temperature is 
above freezing, if there has not been suf-
ficient precipitation, and the ground is not 
frozen solid. (try covering them with snow) 

Prevent garden ponds from freezing sol-
id in winter.  Using a floating pond heater, 
or leaving a large floating ball in the pond, 
will lessen the chance of ice damage.

Be careful using ice melters on your 
cement and around your shrubs; too much 
can ruin concrete and kill plants. Fertilizers 
also melts ice, but some can damage con-
crete more than salt, so use them sparingly.

Store any left over fertilizers in a dry 
location. Store pesticides in a cool (not 
freezing) dry location, out of reach of 
children and pets. 

Test unused seed for germination. Put 10 
seeds on a moist paper towel. Set the towel 
in a warm, well lighted location. In 7 to 10 
days check to see how many seeds have 

germinated. If fewer than 6 sprouted,  dis-
card the old seed, and buy new seed. Store 
remaining seed in a cool, dark, dry location.

Prune maples trees, birch trees, grape-
vines, and any plants that tend to bleed in 
the spring, after they go dormant in the fall.

Remove heavy snow and prune damaged 
branches throughout the winter months.

If you have been keeping up with your 
gardening tasks for the last few months, 
you should be able to take it pretty easy 
this month, at least outside in the garden.

Start planning for next year by making 
notes and preparing orders. Track the 
progress of your garden. A very import-
ant, but often overlooked record, is that of 
your garden’s progress. Next year, you’ll 
look back to see the result of specific pest 
applications, or the result of adding a soil 
conditioner. 

The official beginning of the Gardening 
Season is January 1 and the official end 
of the Gardening Season is December 31.

Continue to keep birdfeeders filled. 
Birds offer a lot of winter interest, and by 
making your yard appealing to birds, these 
helpmates might decide that your place 
would make a good home next year. In 
the summer and fall, birds eat more insects 
than seeds. A chickadee will eat 200-500 
insects, and 4000 eggs/larvae per day. 

In the winter, birds need lots of extra en-
ergy to stay warm. They must eat virtually 
all day long to survive. At 5° F, a sparrow 
can live without food for up to 15 hours. 
During the summer, the same bird can go 
up to three days without food. 

Successful gardening 
is a process of trial and 
error. By noting the 
success or failure of 
each plant, you create 
a plan for future success.



“I cultivate my garden, and my garden cultivates me. ” ~Robert Breault
“What is a weed? A plant whose virtues have never been discovered.” ~Ralph Waldo Emerson
“In almost every garden, the land is made better and so is the gardener.“  ~Robert Rodale
“There are two seasonal diversions that can ease the bite of any winter. One is the January thaw. 

The other is the seed catalogues. “ ~Hal Borland
“Essential advice for the gardener: grow peas of mind, lettuce be thankful, squash selfishness, 

turnip to help thy neighbor, and always make thyme for loved ones. ” ~Author Unknown
“A garden requires patient labor and attention. Plants do not grow merely to satisfy ambitions or to ful-

fill good intentions. They thrive because someone expended effort on them. ” ~Liberty Hyde Bailey
“My Green Thumb came only as a result of the mistakes I made while learning to see things 

from the plant’s point of view.” ~H. Fred Ale
“Plant and your spouse plants with you; weed and you weed alone.” ~Jean-Jacques Rousseau
A man should never plant a garden larger than his wife can take care of. ~T. H. Everett
“A flower falls, even though we love it; and a weed grows, even though we do not love it.” ~Dogen
“Weeds are flowers too, once you get to know them.” ~A. A. Milne
“Won’t you come into the garden? I would like my roses to see you.” ~Richard Brinsley Sheridan
“Plant carrots in January and you’ll never have to eat carrots.” ~Author Unknown
A garden is a friend you can visit any time.  ~Unknown Author
We can complain because rose bushes have thorns, or rejoice because thorn bushes have roses. ~Abraham Lincoln 
A good garden may have a few good weeds. ~Thomas Fuller
The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago. The second-best time is now.  ~Unknown Author
Where you have a plot of land, however small, plant a garden. Staying close to the soil is good 

for the soul. ~Spencer W. Kimball
An addiction to gardening is not all bad when you consider all the other choices in life. ~Cora Lea Bell


